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 FAITHFUL FRIAR’S MESSAGE 
 
EASTER TRUST 
In the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus pleaded for a way out, but in trustful 
obedience he said,  “Yet, not as I will, but as you will.” 
Who would have thought that anything good could come from the Crucifixion.  
All seemed lost and ended.  People saw suffering.  God saw a divine act of 
universal love.  People saw death.  God saw the resurrection.  People saw an 
end.  God saw the beginning of everlasting life. 
If we want great things to happen in our life, we must learn to trust God.  God’s 

ways are not like ours.  God’s ways are far above ours.  We may think we understand life, and 
what is right and wrong, actually we don’t. 
The poor in spirit are blest and the Kingdom of God is theirs.  Because, the poor in spirit are 
people who trust in God’s ways as Jesus did.  The trustful heart of Jesus led him to Eternal 
Glory.  The Eternal Glory he delights in sharing with us. 
May this Easter Sunday be a new beginning of trust in the risen Lord. 
Jesus, I trust in you 
__________________________________________________________________________ 



 
 FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR’S MESSAGE 
 
There is no Faithful Navigator article submittal for the month of April. 
 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 FAITHFUL COLOR CORPS COMMANDERS MESSAGE 
 
Dear Sir Knights: 
 
The month of March came and went and our Color Corps activities were at a 
minimal. The only event that was on tap was the 40 Days For Life Mass which 
District Marshall Skip and I attended in support to Portola Assembly. 
 
 

 
 
April will not be as leisurely. We have as of this writing two events on our calendar. 
 
Friday, April 18th, Good Friday 
Location: St. Elizabeth’s Church 
Report time – 9:00 PM (yes, you read that correctly) 
Event: Commemoration of Burial 



Mass begins at 9:30 PM 
This event will include a procession around the Church grounds and will more than likely include 
the new parking lot 
We currently have 4 Sir Knights signed up for this event but we need a minimum of 12 SKs 
(including me) in Color for this one as we will be representing the Apostles so we could use 
some assistance from Portola and Fra Crespi Assembly Color Corps 
 
Sunday, April 27th 
Location: Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, 325 Willow Street| San Jose, CA 95110 
Event: Mass and Processing for Divine Mercy Sunday 
Report time: 12:15 PM 
Mass starts at 1:00 PM 
Procession immediately at the conclusion of Mass. Those of you with knee/ankle/feet issues 
might want to sit this one out as the procession involves a very slow walk over the equivalent of 
5-6 city blocks. 
We will be assisting Portola Assembly as Sacred Heart of Jesus Church is in their jurisdiction. 
 
Saturday, May 10th 
Location: St. Victor’s Church, Sierra Rd, San Jose  
Event: Annual Rosary Procession and Mass 
Report time: 4:00 PM 
Procession: 4:30 PM 
Mass: 5:00 PM 
 
Monday, May 26th 
Location: Milpitas City Hall, Milpitas CA 
Event: Memorial Day Flag Raising Ceremony 
Report time: 8:30 AM 
Event starts: 9:00 AM rain or shine 
IMPORTANT NOTE: This is one of the few events where ANY member of our Assembly can 
participate. The uniform of the day is that of the 4th degree, namely, tuxedo with proper shirt, 
bow tie, cummerbund, social baldric, and patent leather shoes. Flag bearers will need to wear a 
pair of white gloves. Flag attachers and raisers do not wear gloves 
 
I want to take this opportunity to welcome SK Y N. Hoang back into the 4th Degree. SK Y had 
been away from us for a while. He is a Color Corps member and we look forward to getting him 
re-certified and back into action.  
 
Which brings me to another point, and one that I hate to badger you about but some of you need 
some badgering. The words that I’m thinking about are  P A R T I C I P A T I O N along with 
Commitment. With the addition of SK Y Hoang to our ranks we now have a total of 25 members. 
That looks good on paper but if I continue this analysis further, it’s not so good 
 
Members by Councils 
4112 = 5 
5796 = 7 
8747 = 9 
8993 = 2 
9718 = 2 
 
In terms of active vs. inactive vs. on medical leave 



Active: 9-10 
Inactive: 14 
Medical Leave = 1-2 
 
For those of you who have not been to any Color Corps event, inspections and recertification’s 
in particular, I need to ask you, seriously, if you still want to be on the Color Corps list of 
notifications. If you have regalia and don’t plan on participating, please let me know so that I can 
uncheck your name from our list of participants. If you wish to leave the Color Corps completely, 
consider donating your regalia so that some future Sir Knight can borrow it to start their period of 
service. Remember that the Color Corps is the Visible Arm of the Order. When people see us in 
action, they see, and subsequently judge, the Knights of Columbus as a whole by how WE look. 
  
If you haven’t used your regalia in some time, please take the time to check it out ahead of time 
prior to our next event.  
 
For those of you who need tuxedo and tuxedo accessories, we refer you to: 
 
Tuxedo Fashion 
Primary contact: Israel Wiggins  
363 Meridian Avenue 
San Jose CA  95126 
Ph: 408-294-3311 ~ Fax: 408-294-3223  
E-Mail: cs@tuxedofashions.com 
Web Site: http://www.tuxedofashions.com/ 
  
Respectively submitted,  
Ed Blake, Color Corps Commander 
Ph: (408) 263-0247  ebacal@sbcglobal.net 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
  
COMPTROLLER’S CORNER 
  
Dear Sir Knights: 
  
Please make a note about our meetings. We no longer have two (2) meetings per month. Just 
one (1). Our meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of the month unless pre-empted by a 
Church/Religious activity 
  
7:00 PM – Assembly Officers 
7:30 PM – All Members 
 
And, this one I need to put into bold type but we are down to the last 6 members who have yet to 
pay their 2014 dues. Unfortunately, time is running out for them as effective March 31st, their 
2013 membership cards are no longer valid and have expired. What this translates for them is 
that I will be sending out Notification To Suspend notices. This is unfortunately for a couple of 
reasons but one in particular I need to stress. Understand that it costs our Assembly funds to 
prepare, mail out the invoices, then mail out your 2014 membership cards. 
 __________________________________________________________________________ 
  



 
PRAYER LIST FOR THE DECEASED 
 
Fr. Mark Catalana 
Dolores Blake 
Lady Beth Crews  
Lady Doris Kantack 
Lady Cherri Poehlman  
Lady Janie Herffernan 
Sir Knight Richard Mizgorski  
Sir Knight Gilbert Martinez  
Sir Knight Titus Cascaro  
Sir Knight Bill Quitalig  
Sir Knight Simon Lopez  
Michael Valenzuela 
 

PRAYER LIST FOR THE SICK 
 
Ellen Dismuke 
SK Leonardo Garcia-Araiza 
Brother Hung Nguyen – our Webmaster 
Patrick Esteban, son of SK Manuel Esteban 
Sir Knight Lud Indihar 
Sir Knight Bill Poehlman 
Sir Knight Michael Wilhelmi 
Sir Knight Lou Horyza 
Sir Knight Bruce Poehlman 
Sir Knight Bernard McGuinness 
SK Joe Talaugon 
Lady Sharon Manfredo 
Lady Jovita Villena 
Maria Uribe 
Pete Meir 

 
Please keep me posted as to changes in the status of those for whom we pray who are sick. If a 
person has recovered from their ailment, then we need to have their name removed. 
 
Please remember and pray for the victims of war and abortion; in particular for those children 
who are literally “thrown away”, for our young men and women who are valiantly protecting our 
freedom around the world; for those who died on September 11, 2001 and for all  deceased 
members of our assembly. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 
Excellent Online Catholic Information Available For You At: 

 

American Life League - http://www.all.org/  
LifeSiteNews.com - http://www.lifesitenews.com/  



 

Top Ten Myths About Pope Francis’ First Year 
By: Br. Gabriel Torretta, O.P.|March 13, 2014| 
Posted in: Church Life, Culture, New Evangelization 
 

 

Of the writing of many books there is no end, says Ecclesiastes. If Quoheleth had lived 
during the last year, he might well have said, “Of the making of many myths about Pope 
Francis there is no end.” As we give thanks to God for the Holy Father on this first 
anniversary of his papacy, it’s worth taking a moment to look back on some of the myths 
about Pope Francis that have made the rounds on the Internet this year. While this list 
could be many more pages long, what follows is my own Top Ten List of Myths about 
Pope Francis. 
 

Myth #10: That Pope Francis wrote this text: “The church no longer believes in a literal 
hell where people suffer. This doctrine is incompatible with the infinite love of God.” 



This particular myth could be called the Myth that Facebook Made. Different versions of 
the quote circled around Facebook feeds for a good couple of months, always paired 
with sunshiney images of smiling Pope Francis oozing sweetness and light from every 
pore. It’s got everything you could want: it sounds so tolerant and sensitive, it relegates 
uncomfortable doctrines to the rubbish heap of antiquity, and it sets out the dirty laundry 
about Hell to be air-dried by the non-violent, non-judgmental love of God (now with 
Spring Fresh scent!). 

The only problem is that everything about it is a lie. The quote itself is from the Diversity 
Chronicle, a parody website poking fun at political correctness. The article purports to be 
Pope Francis’ closing speech at the Third Vatican Council, a juicy little bit of “Hey, get it, 
this is a joke” that got lost in translation through the power of wishful thinking. Add to that 
the real Pope Francis’ marked penchant for talking about Hell and Satan in unexpected 
contexts, and the whole thing becomes a little more than far-fetched. 

But how did such an obvious hoax gain so much traction? Perhaps because—surprise, 
surprise—people tend to believe what they want to believe. After a friend pointed out that 
attributing this quotation to Pope Francis is a bit like North Korea’s state newspaper 
rejoicing in The Onion naming Kim Jong-Un “Sexiest Man Alive,” another Facebook 
acquaintance of mine responded blithely, “I choose to believe.” Yes, Virginia, there is a 
Santa Claus. 

Myth #9: That Pope Francis changed Church teaching on homosexuality. 

This old chestnut takes its origin from Pope Francis’ impromptu press conference on the 
flight home from Brazil on July 28, 2013. The headline-making phrase was this: “If 
someone is gay and is searching for the Lord and has good will, then who am I to judge 
him?” This little nugget, reduced to a banner-friendly five-word slogan (Who am I to 
judge?), has been written up in almost every major newspaper in the Western world, 
and regularly appears on protest signs for Catholic activists pressing for the 
normalization of homosexuality in the Church. 

Here again we might detect the heady aroma of wishful thinking. In 2010, Bergoglio 
famously made enemies with the government in Argentina over their same-sex marriage 
policies, declaring what the Huffington Post called a “war of God” against the 
legalization of same-sex unions. Shortly after Pope Francis’ election, this history was 
appearing all over the Internet as a stick to beat the Vatican with, that even as the 
cardinals courageously chose a South American pope (+10 diversity points), they still 
chose one who held to Church teaching on homosexuality (-100 diversity points). 

Nor does the actual context of Pope Francis’ “Who am I to judge” statement suggest a 
radical change in perspective from his earlier stance: the quotation comes in response 
to a question about a priest accused of a notorious gay lifestyle and the supposed “gay 
lobby” in the Vatican. Pope Francis’ tactful and pastoral response was to affirm the 
humanity and call to holiness of all people, including those who identify as gay, while 
criticizing the reification of homosexuality as a political and social ideology. The 
sentences that immediately precede the famous one provide useful context: “I believe 



that when you are dealing with such a person, you must distinguish between the fact of 
a person being gay and the fact of someone forming a lobby, because not all lobbies are 
good. This one is not good.” In other words, love the sinner but hate the sin. That 
sounds familiar. 

Myth #8: That Pope Francis will create women cardinals. 

The myth that Pope Francis would create women cardinals made big hay in some 
ecclesiastical circles, stemming perhaps from a fear that the new pope would seek to 
implement his desire for a greater involvement of women in the Church by extreme 
means. 

Pope Francis himself addressed this issue in a December 14 interview with La Stampa: 
“I don’t know where this idea sprang from. Women in the Church must be valued not 
“clericalised”. Whoever thinks of women as cardinals suffers a bit from clericalism.”  

The unsurprising point here, made passionately in the ecclesiastical writings of Cardinal 
Ratzinger, is that treating every Catholic like an ordained priest—or a cardinal—
disrespects the authentic universal priesthood, abandoning the genuine vocation of the 
laity in favor of a purely clerical vision of the Church. Blurring the lines between the 
ordained and universal priesthood denigrates the dignity of both. 

Myth #7: That Pope Francis hates popular piety. 

A major source for this myth was a remark reported by the board of the CLAR (Latin 
American and Caribbean Confederation of Religious Men and Women) that surfaced in 
an informal transcript of a private meeting the group had with Pope Francis, in which 
Pope Francis allegedly denigrated religious groups who do acts of traditional piety like 
counting rosaries and giving spiritual bouquets as “Pelagian.” 

This particular myth, which could be used to paint a negative portrait of Pope Francis as 
a religious activist who prefers protests and soup kitchens to piety and sacraments, is 
easy to dispel: just read Evangelii Gaudium §122-126, where he devotes great attention 
to the evangelizing power of popular piety. I’ve spoken about this issue before. 

One would be right to be disturbed about the origin of this myth, though: a single 
comment excerpted from an informal transcript of a private meeting, taken out of context 
and promulgated publicly on the Internet as a secret revelation about the Holy Father. In 
any other context, this would be considered rumor-mongering. Simply as conscientious 
readers, let alone as Christians, we would do well to be hesitant about believing hearsay 
about hearsay. 

Myth #6: That Pope Francis has publicly advocated the allowance of divorce and 
remarriage in the Catholic Church. 

This myth, too, originates from the in-flight press conference on July 28. Speaking about 
the broad problem of the pastoral care of marriage, Pope Francis stated that 



With reference to the issue of giving communion to persons in a second union (because 
those who are divorced can receive communion, there is no problem, but when they are 
in a second union, they can’t…), I believe that we need to look at this within the larger 
context of the entire pastoral care of marriage. And so it is a problem. But also – a 
parenthesis – the Orthodox have a different practice. They follow the theology of what 
they call oikonomia, and they give a second chance, they allow it. But I believe that this 
problem – and here I close the parenthesis – must be studied within the context of the 
pastoral care of marriage. 

The long quotation is worth giving in full, because it is essential to note that the 
comparison with the Orthodox practice is part of a side-note giving further elaboration to 
a complex problem in the Church, not as a specific recommendation that the Church 
should pursue. The Pope’s argument is that the problem of the pastoral care of marriage 
is extremely involved and difficult and does not have a single answer, but must be 
approached with mercy. He insists that it is essential to foster the “anthropological 
theme” of marriage as the fruitful home of faith in the life of Christians—all in all a theme 
familiar to readers of John Paul II’s theology of the body. 

Myth #5: That Pope Francis doesn’t occupy the papal apartments because they are too 
luxurious. 

A sweet and endearing idea, on the surface: the bus-riding cardinal from Buenos Aires 
is too in love with Lady Poverty to live in the lavish papal apartments, preferring the 
humble “hotel” of Santa Marta. But the problem, of course, is the implication that all of 
his predecessors have been too decadent to be willing to eschew their privileges. 

But perhaps more importantly, it’s just not true. In a public interview, he responded to a 
direct question about his reason for living in Santa Marta, saying: 

It wasn’t so much a question of luxury as personality, he said. “I need to live among 
people,” he said. “If I was living alone, isolated, it wouldn’t be good for me. A professor 
asked me the same question, ‘why don’t you go and live there (in the Papal 
apartments)’? And I replied: ‘Listen to me professor, it is for psychiatric reasons,’” he 
said chuckling. 

Certainly, Pope Francis loves the poor, and criticizes clerical decadence with due fervor. 
But this decision seems to come down to little more than extroversion. 

Myth #4: That Pope Francis isn’t pope. 

Happily this little myth isn’t as strong in America as it seems to be in Italy, where a fresh 
round of sensationalist media blustering about the validity of Pope Emeritus Benedict 
XVI’s resignation caused him to make a rare public statement dispelling the rumors. In 
short, papal resignation is provided for in a once-obscure canon in the Code of Canon 
Law, a decision that once freely made by the pontiff needs no approval or secondary 
ratification by any other source. That having been done, the papal conclave’s gathering 
and election of Pope Francis was simply the ordinary procedure followed during a period 



of sede vacante. The charges to the contrary, being merely conspiratorial, can only be 
termed, in Pope-Emeritus Benedict’s word, “absurd.” 

Myth #3: That Pope Francis is a Marxist. 

The release of Evangelii Gaudium brought a fresh wave of furor about Pope Francis, but 
this time from a new source: economists and political theorists who identified certain 
passages as displaying Marxist sympathies, notably §202, where the Pope says: “As 
long as the problems of the poor are not radically resolved by rejecting the absolute 
autonomy of markets and financial speculation and by attacking the structural causes of 
inequality, no solution will be found for the world’s problems or, for that matter, to any 
problems.” 

Again, Pope Francis himself addressed this concern in the December 14 La Stampa 
interview. In response to a question about whether he gets upset that people call him a 
Marxist, he said: “The Marxist ideology is wrong. But I have met many Marxists in my life 
who are good people, so I don’t feel offended.” 

Beyond his light-hearted response is a deeper reality about the principles of Catholic 
social thought. Catholic social thought has consistently maintained its opposition to two 
basic extremes: Marxism and unfettered capitalism. Pope John Paul II’s Centesimus 
Annus eloquently encapsulates this fundamental stance, then urges the faithful to a 
renewal of society by a renewal of culture, recognizing that the issues of justice in the 
field of economics will not be resolvable until man is considered as more than an 
economic object. The economic passages in Evangelii Gaudium, while not developed 
into a complete social doctrine, merely continue a line of thinking familiar to the Church 
for many decades. While one might be dissatisfied with the brevity of his remarks in 
Evangelii Gaudium, one could hardly call them innovative. 

Myth #2: That Pope Francis hates the Extraordinary Form of the Mass. 

Within hours of the election of Pope Francis, one Catholic blog (which describes itself as 
“the most-read international traditional Catholic blog on the Internet”) ignited a firestorm 
by posting an essay asserting that Pope Francis is “a sworn enemy of the Traditional 
Mass,” and that “he has only allowed imitations of it in the hands of declared enemies of 
the ancient liturgy.” In the days that followed, various commentators offered their 
impressions on the question of Pope Francis’ inner thoughts concerning the 
Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite, often seeming to base their impressions on what 
they could garner from Google searches. The question became even more heated when 
news broke in July 2013 that the Vatican had restricted the use of the Extraordinary 
Form of the Mass within a particular religious congregation which was experiencing 
internal tensions concerning a variety of issues.  

Yet when we turn to the actual statements of Pope Francis, we find that here too he 
exhibits greater nuance than the histrionic headlines might suggest. In his August 2013 
interview with Fr. Antonio Spadaro, Pope Francis explained his position on the older 
form of the liturgy: 



Then there are particular issues, like the liturgy according to the Vetus Ordo. I think the 
decision of Pope Benedict [his decision of 7 July 2007, to allow a wider use of the 
Tridentine Mass] was prudent and motivated by the desire to help people who have this 
sensitivity. What is worrying, though, is the risk of the ideologisation of the Vetus Ordo, 
its exploitation. 

Pope Francis makes three key points in this passage: first, that there is a group of 
people in the Church attracted to the Extraordinary Form whose desires pose a 
legitimate pastoral need; second, that permitting a wider use of the Extraordinary Form 
is a “prudent” response to that need; and third, that this form of the liturgy must not be 
suborned to ideological ends. 

This trilogy of points exactly matches what Pope Benedict himself had to say on the 
question. In a letter to bishops explaining Summorum Pontificum, Pope Benedict wrote: 
“It is true that there have been exaggerations and at times social aspects unduly linked 
to the attitude of the faithful attached to the ancient Latin liturgical tradition. Your charity 
and pastoral prudence will be an incentive and guide for improving these.” We see here 
the same three points: the presence of those legitimately interested in the Extraordinary 
Form, the need for charity and prudence in satisfying this need, and the concern about 
ideology subsuming liturgy. 

Pope Francis is not Pope Benedict, so we can reasonably expect differences in 
emphases on questions of pastoral prudence like this one; what is clear, however, is 
that Pope Francis’ fundamental starting points on the question of the Extraordinary Form 
and its pastoral place in the Church align closely with his predecessor’s. 

Myth #1: That the hermeneutic of continuity no longer applies now that Pope Francis is 
pope. 

I suspect that this myth, while only implicit in discourse about Pope Francis, is at the 
root of the previous nine myths, and all the others we haven’t been able to examine. 
Speaking of the reception of Vatican II, Pope Benedict famously taught that theologians 
needed to reflect on the Council as a theological event in continuity with the rest of 
magisterial tradition, rather than as a dramatic rupture proposing a totally new vision of 
the Church, God, and the world. 

But the hermeneutic of continuity is a useful principle to apply to papal teachings as 
well, be they from John Paul II, Benedict XVI, Francis, or any other pope. Anyone who 
speaks and writes as much as a modern pope will, on occasion, say things that could be 
taken out of context and cast as a totally new theological creation. But a prudent 
reader—or listener—would be better advised to approach papal pronouncements 
sympathetically, positioning them with respect to the pope’s wider teaching, and to the 
larger tradition of the Church. 

Rather than succumbing to sensationalism or skepticism, those of us who attend to what 
Pope Francis says and does may find that a patient response that assumes Pope 
Francis is actually what he purports to be—a faithful Catholic and the custodian of the 



unchanging deposit of faith—will help even the most perplexed reader out of the mazes 
of papal myth. 

✠ 



April 2014

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
April Fool's

Day

2 3
Ricardo
Velasco
Birthday

4
Exemplification
of the Fourth

Degree in
Sacramento

5
Exemplification

of the Fourth
Degree in

Sacramento

6
Semi-Annual

District
Meeting with
the Master in
Sacramento

7
7:30 PM Council
8993 Bus. Mtg.

7:30 PM Council
9718  Bus. Mtg.

St. Elizabeth
Council 8747

Officers Meeting

8 9 10
7:30 PM

Council 4112
Bus. Mtg. 

7:30 PM
Council 5796

Bus. Mtg.

11
Pete

McGreevy
Birthday

12

13
Palm Sunday

14
7:00 PM 8747

monthly
Council
Meeting

15 16 17
Walter Vierra

Birthday

18
Color Corps

Event: St.
Elizabeth's, report

time 8:45 PM

Feast of Saint
Bartholomew,

Apostle

Good Friday

19

20
Easter

Joselito Page
Birthday

Khai Phan
Birthday

21
7:00 PM:

Assembly
Social to

welcome new
members

22 23 24 25
Feast of Saint

Mark,
Evangelist

26

27
Color Corps

Event: Sacred
Heart of
Jesus

Church, San
Jose, report

time 12:30 PM

28 29 30
Mar 2014
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9 10 11 12 13 14 15
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30 31

May 2014
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St. Joseph Assembly #2246 Activities



May 2014

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5
7:30 PM Council
8993 Bus. Mtg.

7:30 PM Council
9718  Bus. Mtg.

St. Elizabeth
Council 8747

Officers Meeting

6
John

Tiongson
Birthday

7 8
7:30 PM

Council 4112
Bus. Mtg. 

7:30 PM
Council 5796

Bus. Mtg.

9 10
Color Corps
Event: St.

Victors, report
4:00 PM,

Procession at
4:30 PM, Mass

to follow

11
Mother's Day

12
7:00 PM 8747

monthly
Council
Meeting

Gwan
Ali-Santosa

Birthday

13 14
Fr. Len

Traverso
Birthday

15
Ernesto
Tigmo

Birthday

16 17
Armed Forces

Day

18 19
7:00 PM:

Assembly
Social to

welcome new
members

20 21 22
Patric

Heffernan
Birthday

23
Bernard

McGuinness
Birthday

Daniel
Trammell
Birthday

24
Geoffrey

Crews
Birthday

25
Joeylycer
Agcopra
Birthday

26
Milpitas City Hall

Flag Raising, report
time 8:30 AM.

Calvary Cemetery,
report time 10:00

AM

27 28
David Wang

Birthday

29
Ascension of

our Lord

30 31

Apr 2014
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1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

Jun 2014

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

St. Joseph Assembly #2246 Activities


