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 FAITHFUL FRIAR’S MESSAGE 
 
Saint Teresa of The Andes wrote to Elisa Valdes Ossa “why do you feel so 
bad?  Your Carmelite will console you with a little paragraph I read that 
consoles me a lot, since the Sacred Heart gave it to a chosen soul: ” “do you 
know which souls enjoy my kindness most, our Lord asked ?  The ones who 
rely on me most.  Trusting souls run off with my graces.  I am all love; and the 
greatest pain they can give my heart is to doubt my kindness.   My heart not 
only sympathizes, but even rejoices to make up for failings as long as there is 
no malice involved.  If you only knew the work I could do in a soul filled with 

miseries, provided it allowed me to work there.  Love needs nothing.  It seeks only that there be 
no resistance, and ordinarily, what I ask to make a soul holy is that he or she let me act.  A souls 
imperfections, when given no consent, do not displease me, but call forth my compassion.  I 
love souls so much.  A soul’s imperfections should serve as ladders to reach me through 
humility, trust and love.  I draw near to a soul that humbles itself and I come near to its 
nothingness in order to unite it with myself. 
 
God Love You, 
Rev. Leonard Traverso, Faithful Chaplain 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 



 FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR’S MESSAGE 
 
Dear Sir Knights: 
 
Boy, does time fly. After returning from Montana, I just couldn’t get into gear 
and the days flew by. I helped with the St. Victor’s Birthday Barbeque, then, 
before I knew it, it was August. 
 
Remember that we are the Patriotic Degree and our concern is devotion to 
the welfare of our country. August 14th is V-J Day, this was the day the 

Empire of Japan surrendered to Allied Forces in 1945 ending World War II. Remember that day 
by flying your American flag to honor all of those who gave their lives to preserve our freedoms 
and our liberties. Say a prayer to remember all of the current and past members of our Armed 
Forces: Navy, Army, Marine Corps, Air Force, and Coast Guard. Also pray for the civilian victims 
of the armed conflicts we have been engaged in over the years. 
 
Remembering that one of the three signs of our order is the Cross, remember that August 15th is 
the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This is a Holy Day of Obligation. In 
addition to attending Mass, say a rosary to honor Her and pray for the welfare and wellbeing of 
our country. 
 
One of the events that we need to start planning for is the Past Faithful Navigator’s Dinner. This 
the event where we will honor our Past Faithful Navigator Julio Galvan in addition to all past 
Faithful Navigators. We need to set a date, time, and location for this event. I will welcome all 
suggestions. 
 
I hoping we have a good turnout for our August meeting will be held on Monday, August 18th. 
Officers meet at 7:00 PM, members at 7:30 PM. Please keep in mind those very senior 
members of our Assembly who can no longer drive. Please assist in getting them to and from 
our meetings and events. 
 
Dave Marshall, Faithful Navigator 
Ph: 408-586-8980 
dmarshall1954@att.net 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 FAITHFUL COLOR CORPS COMMANDERS MESSAGE 
 
Dear Sir Knights: 
 
The first month of the new Columbian Year did not really see any activities 
where we were invited to participate such at a Parish function. The only real 
activity that we had was the Inspection and Certification of the Color Corps 
which was held on July 16 preceding the installation of officers at St. 
Lawrence the Martyr Church in Santa Clara. It was nice to be able to connect 

with cousins that I hadn’t seen in decades plus their offspring that I had only heard about but 
never met. 
 
I congratulate Sir Knights David Marshall, Ruben Esguerra, Marciano Estioko, and Eduardo 
Heras for being present. As I had announced earlier, I was at a family memorial service which 
was being held in Morro Bay that same day. 
 



On the immediate horizon, there are no events scheduled. The only “event” if you can call it that 
will be a special mandatory meeting of the Color Corps Commanders and Faithful Navigator’s 
that will be held in Vallejo on November 8th. Sir Knights Skip Yenchik, District Marshall, David 
Marshall, Faithful Navigator, and I will be attending. This meeting has been called by Northern 
California Master J.C. Greco and we guarantee you that what is disseminated at that meeting 
will be made known to our entire Assembly. 
 
Keep in mind that coming up in February 2015 in Rohnert Park, we have the Exemplification of 
the Fourth Degree 
 
And, as I have always “preached” to you both at the meetings and in this newsletter and in e-
mails, you know not the day nor the hour when our services will be required. Have your tuxedo 
and regalia in competition form at ALL times. 
 
And speaking of getting your tuxedo in order, for those of you who need tuxedo and tuxedo 
accessories, we refer you to: 
 
Tuxedo Fashion 
Primary contact: Israel Wiggins  
363 Meridian Avenue 
San Jose CA  95126 
Ph: 408-294-3311 ~ Fax: 408-294-3223  
E-Mail: cs@tuxedofashions.com 
Web Site: http://www.tuxedofashions.com/ 
  
Respectively submitted,  
Ed Blake, Color Corps Commander 
Ph: (408) 263-0247  
ebacal@sbcglobal.net 
 

We, the Color Corps, are honored to serve this most worthwhile organization 
 

 
The Garden of Innocence 

Providing Dignified Burials for Abandoned Children 
http://www.gardenofinnocence.com/  

 



Color Corps members, when the call is issued to participate in a local service that is being put 
on by The Garden of Innocence, respond positively to the call out and participate. Once you go 
through one of these your life will be changed forever. If you are looking for one of the reasons 
why you should join and participate in the Color Corps, this is it. Check out their website’s link. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
  
COMPTROLLER’S CORNER 
  
Dear Sir Knights: 
  
Our meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of the month unless pre-empted by a 
Church/Religious activity 
  
7:00 PM – Assembly Officers 
7:30 PM – All Members 
 
Just in, I received a flier in the mail from Supreme on a new website called KNIGHT GEAR. This 
website, located at http://www.knightgear.com is where you can order various clothing items 
with KofC logos. Check it out and see what they have. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PRAYER LIST FOR THE DECEASED 
 
Fr. Mark Catalana 
Fr. John Halloran 
Dolores Blake 
Lady Beth Crews  
Lady Doris Kantack 
Lady Cherri Poehlman  
Lady Janie Herffernan 
Sir Knight Richard Mizgorski  
Sir Knight Gilbert Martinez  
Sir Knight Titus Cascaro  
Sir Knight Bill Quitalig  
Sir Knight Simon Lopez  
Michael Valenzuela 
James P. Marshall, brother of SK Dave 
Marshall 
 

PRAYER LIST FOR THE SICK 
 
Ellen Dismuke 
SK Leonardo Garcia-Araiza 
Brother Hung Nguyen – our Webmaster 
Sir Knight Manuel Esteban 
Patrick Esteban, son of SK Manuel Esteban 
Sir Knight Lud Indihar 
Sir Knight Bill Poehlman 
Sir Knight Michael Wilhelmi 
Sir Knight Lou Horyza 
Sir Knight Bruce Poehlman 
Sir Knight Bernard McGuinness 
Sir Knight Joe Talaugon 
Lady Sharon Manfredo 
Lady Jovita Villena 
Maria Uribe 
Pete Meir 

 
Please keep me, SK Ed Blake, 408-263-0247 or ebacal@sbcglobal.net, posted as to changes in 
the status of those for whom we pray who are sick. If a person has recovered from their ailment, 
then we need to have their name removed. 
 
Please remember and pray for the victims of war and abortion; in particular for those children 
who are literally “thrown away”, for our young men and women who are valiantly protecting our 
freedom around the world; for those who died on September 11, 2001 and for all deceased 
members of our assembly. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 



Excellent Online Catholic Information Available For You At: 
American Life League - http://www.all.org/  

LifeSiteNews.com - http://www.lifesitenews.com/  
 

 
 
 

 

The Pope, Persecution, and Religious Freedom 

July 20, 2014 , James V. Schall, S.J. 
 
The bluntness of Francis’ speaking of actual persecution of Christians on the scale that it is 
occurring is most encouraging  
 



 
A worshipper holding a rosary and crucifix prays during a July 4, 2014. Mass celebrated at the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington on the final day of 
the U.S. bishops' Fortnight for Freedom campaign. (CNS photo/Bob Roller )  

“Persecution against Christians today is actually worse than in the first centuries of the Church, 
and there are more Christian martyrs today than in that era. This is happening more than 1700 
years after the Edict of Constantine which gave Christians the freedom to publicly profess their 
faith.”  

—Pope Francis, “International Religions Freedom and Global Clash of Values,” (Conference, 
L’Osservatore Romano, English, June 27, 2014)  

The photo in the June 27th edition of L’Osservatore Romano shows the Holy Father with a 
layman in suit and tie. Standing to the side are another layman and a cleric who looks like he 
might be a bishop. None are identified. The tall layman and the Holy Father are seen holding out 
a basketball jersey on which is the name “St. John’s” along with the number “10”. It turns out that 
St. John’s University and Roman Libera University were holding a joint conference on religious 
freedom, and Pope Francis delivered an important, if brief, address to those gathered.  

“The debate over religious freedom,” the Pope began, “has become very intense.” He recalled 
that the basic document for Catholics on this matter is Dignitatis Humanae,on religious liberty 
from Vatican II. “Every human being,” he said at the start, “is a ‘seeker’ of the truth of his own 
being and of his own destiny.” Thus, Francis began his reflection, as it were, from within each 
human person. “In the person’s mind and in the ‘heart’, thoughts and questions arise, which 
cannot be repressed or smothered, such that they emerge from a person’s intimate essence. 
They are questions of religion and, in order to fully manifest themselves, require religious 
freedom.”  

Religious freedom thus is not a top-down matter but one that rises out of the facts of human 
existence seeking meaning. Religious freedom allows such reflections to flourish. As such, even 
though a chaos of differing and often contradictory views arise, we must have some object 
standard by which we can judge the validity of the vast differences of views.  



If these questions of meaning were not asked, a “darkness” would engulf our history and 
existence. The Pope called religious freedom a “fundamental right.” One has to be careful with 
this word “right.” It can have many meaning, some of which would even undermine what Francis 
is driving at. Many Muslims consider a “right to religious freedom” to mean a world totally under 
the control of Allah—only in subjection to Allah is anyone “free.” The word “right” itself has 
voluntarist roots. That is, a voluntarist right could always mean the opposite of what it affirmed 
without any need to justify itself.  

But the Pope’s point is that one should be free to pursue the truth of one’s being. We are not 
free just to be free. “Religious freedom is not only that of private thought or worship.” Needless 
to say, it is precisely this view of religious freedom that has is assumed in the policy of the 
Obama administration. Freedom of religion only means freedom to do what one wants within the 
walls of a church—but not in public. Anything done in public has to be controlled by the state, 
which can provide no aid to any religion.  

Thus, Francis said that religious freedom means the ability to live one’s religious life in public 
“according to ethical principles of found truth.” Implicitly, the Pope acknowledged a “religious 
freedom” that is not based on “ethical principles of found truth.”  

The Pope noted the influence of a doctrine of “tolerance” that is open to anything except religion 
itself, which is held to be, by nature, intolerant because it seeks the truth. Tolerance, ironically, 
can and often does “end up persecuting those who defend the truth about man and its ethical 
consequences.” Persecution in the name of “tolerance” is fast becoming a major concern of 
believers everywhere. Tolerance comes to mean the acceptance of any view except that which 
claims to be true, as such claims are considered fanatical and not to be tolerated.  

II.  

Religious freedom needs to be grounded in law, either national or international, in order to be 
freely practiced. A state is legitimate if it protects religious freedom. While it is often held that 
democracy and religious freedom go together, this is not always the case. “Democracy” can 
come to mean simply majority rule. What the majority wills or wants is the law and thus the only 
criterion of what is valid. Religious freedom is seen as a threat to unity. But the Pope thinks 
there is a healthy relationship between religious expression and the common good. These 
reflections on religious freedom are based on reason and confirmed by revelation. They seem, 
when observed, to indicate a civil progress to a better society.  

Yet with all this high-sounding theoretical background, the situation of religious liberty is not at 
all encouraging, even in so-called “democratic” states—sometimes especially there. Something 
has radically changed. The state itself has come to recognize no higher law than itself. No basis 
of law is found other than its own or the will of the majority. “It is incomprehensible and 
alarming,” said Francis, “that today discrimination and restriction of rights continue for the single 
fact that one belongs to and publicly professes an unwavering faith.”  

Actually, this turn of things is not so difficult to understand if we remember that for many thinkers 
and politicians (following classical modern thought where the idea originated) the term “rights” 
means, not some inalienable quality of the human person, but the will and freedom to do 
whatever one wants.  

There are two rhetorics of “rights” that are in fact incompatible with each other and constantly 
confuse discussions about religious liberty. One view says “rights” are based on reason; the 



other claims they are based on will. Both use the same term, and in so doing, usually become 
incomprehensible to each other.  

It is at this point that Francis acknowledges the vast number of Christians in our time who are 
being killed. He is not referring to those persecuted under Nazi or Communist regimes in the last 
century. Nor does he specify who is doing the killing, though any careful reading of 
contemporary news shows that many Catholics and Christians are killed in Muslim lands where 
there is no real religious freedom in effective civil law. Indeed, Christians are by definition 
second-class citizens in most of these states. The best that can be hoped for is some kind of 
minimal protection by police and army. I remember seeing a tape of the shooting of five or six 
Christians recently in Iraq. They were kneeling down and shot one by one in the back of the 
head. Their only crime was “being Christian.”  

There are also, besides in Muslim areas, persecutions of various types in China and India, along 
with the growing civil discrimination in democratic states. When talking of actual martyrs and 
persecution, it would be useful to be more specific about names and places, about who is 
responsible. Organizations like Freedom House and others do keep track of those actually 
killed.  

But Christians often seem indifferent or unconcerned to the repeated killings of fellow Christians. 
It seems almost as if they are not supposed to say anything. But it seems certain that if they 
make no issue of these killings, they will go on letting the killers know that they have nothing to 
fear.  

The Pope, no doubt, is caught in something of a bind in this matter. If he would protest the 
specific killings of Catholics in more detail, that would likely just increase the persecution and kill 
more people. He, not those who commit the crimes, could be blamed for imprudence. But the 
bluntness of Pope Francis’ speaking of actual persecution on the scale that it is occurring is 
most encouraging. Until there is immediate and widespread condemnation of each specific 
death, they will go on as themselves manifestations of a religion that often sees in such deaths, 
not martyrs, as we do, but the destruction of enemies of Allah.  

This realization brings us back to the question not only of religious freedom, but what sort of 
religion it is that demands freedom. Benedict XVI touched on this issue in his “Regensburg 
Lecture”. It is in this sense that the state must concern itself with what a religion actually stands 
for when it demands “freedom”. When this freedom means the forcible imposition of belief on 
others, then it must be itself restricted in the name of religious freedom.  

Yet, if it is the state itself that is intolerant and disallows religion to live at peace in public, then 
we are already in a totalitarian state imposed, not by external tyrants, but by our own unlimited 
“freedom” to do what we “will” as our “right”.  

About the Author 

James V. Schall, S.J.  
 
James V. Schall, S.J. taught political philosophy at Georgetown University until recently retiring. 
He is the author of numerous books and countless essays on philosophy, theology, education, 
morality, and other topics. His most recent book is Reasonable Pleasures: The Strange 
Coherences of Catholicism (Ignatius Press). Visit his site, "Another Sort of Learning", for more 
about his writings and work.  



  

 

The Fundamental Option: A Pernicious Choice
In the theological turmoil that followed the Second Vatican Council, the theory of the 
“fundamental option” is among the most pernicious developments. Fundamental option 
separates specific moral actions from a more general – fundamental – orientation of life. It holds, 
therefore, that specific sins do not bear on the status of one’s soul, or on the destination of 
one’s soul after death. All that matters for salvation, in this view, is that one “fundamentally” 
lives for God rather than evil. 

One theological casualty of fundamental option theory is mortal sin, which has long been 
defined by the Church as a grave wrong committed with full knowledge of the attendant evil and 
deliberate consent of the will. Instead, the theory holds that mortal sin is not a specific action, 
but an orientation that lies at the deepest level of freedom within an individual who rejects God. 
But given the gravity of such a rejection, the theory holds that such an orientation is nearly 
impossible for those of sound mind. If an individual makes the fundamental option for God, then 
his actions, no matter how grave, cannot be mortal sins – or damnable offenses – because, at 
root, the person means well. 

Fundamental option’s separation of action from orientation, along with its revision of mortal sin, 
was roundly condemned by St. John Paul II in paragraphs 65-70 of Veritatis Splendor:  

the so-called fundamental option, to the extent that it is distinct from a generic  
intention and hence one not yet determined in such a way that freedom is obligated, is  
always brought into play through conscious and free decisions. . . .To separate the  
fundamental option from concrete kinds of behavior means to contradict the substantial  
integrity or personal unity of the moral agent in his body and in his soul. 

Yet like every heresy before it, fundamental option theory today still has adherents and 
proponents long after its condemnation. (History shows that the biological solution, rather than 
the magisterial decree, ultimately puts heresies to bed.) But it is the subject matter of 
fundamental option that gives it an especially pernicious and sinister color. Fundamental option 
is, at root, about salvation, and its proponents believe they know better than the Church, when 
it comes to how we are saved. 

Consider, for a moment, a theology professor teaching a room full of college students on a 
Friday afternoon. The professor knows how many of his students will spend their weekend 
nights. By virtue of his office, he can present the Church’s position on morality, sin, freedom, 
and sexuality. What the students do later that evening will be their own choices, but if the 
professor does his duty, they will make their choices in full knowledge of what God has called 



them to be. And knowing this, with the help of God’s grace, may be enough to save some souls 
from perdition. 

 

But this particular professor instead expounds his own theory, the theory of fundamental option. 
He explains to the students that what they do tonight or tomorrow has no impact on the status 
of their souls or on whether they will go to heaven or hell. He adds that a mortal sin is not 
possible in a single, isolated act, no matter how serious it may be. All that God cares about, he 
tells them, is that the general fabric of their lives is in tune with Him. 

This professor has just given these students license to behave in any manner they wish on 
campus that night, and every night, without regard for consequence in the eyes of God. And, by 
his own arrogance, he has placed an attractive allurement on the wide gate and easy road that 
leads to destruction.  

In the same encyclical, St. John Paul explains what the professor should have taught about 
mortal sin: “man does not suffer perdition only by being unfaithful to that fundamental option 



whereby he has made ‘a free self-commitment to God.’ With every freely committed mortal sin, 
he offends God as the giver of the law and as a result becomes guilty with regard to the entire 
law (cf. Jas 2:8-11); even if he perseveres in faith, he loses sanctifying grace, charity and 
eternal happiness.” 

The sheer menace of fundamental option and its patent disregard of Church teaching spark 
some pressing questions. What would possess someone who should know better to teach this 
most dangerous and most destructive distortion? What benefit does the teacher gain by 
proffering a bogus path to salvation? Surely he knows that he himself will not be the arbiter of 
his students’ eternal fates. Why, then, teach his own theory of salvation when he could teach 
the means taught directly by the Judge Himself? 

We will resist the temptation for psychoanalysis, for it seems, in dealing with fundamental 
option’s dark shadow, we are staring into what St. Augustine called the mysterium iniquitatis 
(the mystery of evil). And in the face of evil, rationality is forced to retreat in light of 
rationalization’s self-centered power. 

As a result of original sin, we think we know what is best for our salvation and that of others. 
We must all pray that when it comes to talk about salvation, we follow the example of St. John 
the Baptist: Christ and His Church’s teachings must increase, and we must decrease. 

  
David G. Bonagura, Jr. teaches theology at St. Joseph’s Seminary. New York. 
  
© 2014 The Catholic Thing. All rights reserved. For reprint rights, write to: info@frinstitute.org   
  
The Catholic Thing is a forum for intelligent Catholic commentary. Opinions expressed by 
writers are solely their own. 
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