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 FAITHFUL FRIAR’S MESSAGE 
 
BIBLICAL TRUST 
 
The prophetic words spoken by Jesus to a thirty-four year-old widow, Marjory 
Kempe, in Lynn, Massachusetts in 1667 remains new and vital. “More pleasing 
to me than all your prayers, works, and penance's is that you would believe I 
love you.” 
 
The grace to let go and let god be god flows from Trust in his boundless love. 

Only love empowers the leap in trust, the courage to Risk everything on Jesus. Trust clings to 
the belief that whatever happens in our lives is designed to bring us Holiness.  
 
The love of Christ inspires the trust to thank God for our broken nature; for the nagging 
headache; the painful arthritis; and any spiritual darkness that envelops us. Trust says, O Lord, 
into your hands I commend my spirit. I accept all your love is doing within me. With confidence, I 
surrender myself into your arms. 
 
A Bahamian priest related a story that captures the essence of biblical trust. A two story house 
had caught on fire. The family---father, mother, several children---were on their way out when 
the smallest boy became terrified, tore away from his mother, and ran back upstairs. 



Suddenly he appeared at a smoke-filled window, crying like crazy. His father, outside, shouted, 
“Jump, son, jump! I’ll catch you.”  
 
The boy cried, but daddy, i can’t see you.” 
 
“I know” his father called, “I know, but I can see you 
 
God Love You, 
Fr. Leonard Traverso, Faithful Chaplain 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR’S MESSAGE 
 
David Marshall, Faithful Navigator 
 
To The Sir Nights of the Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus, St. Joseph Assembly # 

2246  
 
This is your new faithful navigator, Dave Marshall. I want to thank you for 
selecting me to be the new Faithful Navigator of our Fourth Degree.  Remember 
the Fourth Degree is the patriotic degree which means we should honor our 
flag, our cross, and our sword. Our st step is the flag of our country and we 
should treat it with respect and dignity for our country.  
Our fore fathers treated our flag with respect and gave dignity for all human life. 
So with that in mind, remember, when we vote, vote for those who respect all 

human life. Next month we will continue with this thought of Patriotism.  
 
We will see you at our next meeting on July 21st when I get back from Montana, the Big Sky 
Country  
  
God Bless you all of you, 
SK David Marshall 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 FAITHFUL COLOR CORPS COMMANDERS MESSAGE 
 
Dear Sir Knights, 
 
We ended the 2013-2014 Columbian Year on a busy note which is the way I 
like to see it. On consecutive days on June 28 and 29th, our Color Corps was 
busy at both St. Victor’s and Our Lady Star of the Sea. 
 
On Saturday, June 28th, the Marian Group at St. Victor’s asked our Color 

Corps back to participate in their periodic rosary procession and Mass. I’m very happy to say 
that we had a very good turn out so to that effect, I want to recognize the following Color Corps 
members for their participation as we unfortunately didn’t get a group picture either before or 
after. In addition to myself, I want to recognize Sir Knights, Marciano Estioko, Julio Galvan, 
Eduardo Heras, David Marshall, Ervin Reyes, Joseph Ruggiero, and our District Marshall Skip 
Yenchik 
 
On the following day, Sunday, June 29th, we reported bright and early, 8:30 AM, to Our Lady 
Star of the Sea. The occasion was the final Mass offered by Fr. Francisco Miramontes, a fellow 



member of the Fourth Degree and a member of our Assembly, as effective July 1st, he becomes 
the Pastor of St. Maria Goretti Parish.\ 
 
I’m proud to say that we had an excellent turnout of Sir Knights for this event, and once again, I 
take this opportunity thank and recognize Sir Knights Ruben Esguerra, Marciano Estioko, 
Leonardo Garcia-Araiza, Julio Galvan, Eduardo Heras, David Marshall, Joseph Ruggiero, 
Guillermo Uribe, and our District Marshall Skip Yenchik. 
 
Our next major event coming up will be the annual inspection and certification of the Color 
Corps that will precede the installation of officers. This year’s inspection and installation is being 
formulated as I’m typing this so be watching your e-mails for further word as to date and time but 
be aware that it will be very soon, perhaps as early as the week of July 14th. Now would be the 
time to get your tuxedo and regalia in order. 
 
And speaking of getting your tuxedo in order, for those of you who need tuxedo and tuxedo 
accessories, we refer you to: 
 
Tuxedo Fashion 
Primary contact: Israel Wiggins  
363 Meridian Avenue 
San Jose CA  95126 
Ph: 408-294-3311 ~ Fax: 408-294-3223  
E-Mail: cs@tuxedofashions.com 
Web Site: http://www.tuxedofashions.com/ 
  
Respectively submitted,  
Ed Blake, Color Corps Commander 
Ph: (408) 263-0247  ebacal@sbcglobal.net 
GUEST COLUMNIST 
 

My Dear Good Friends, 
 
I hope you are doing fine with your whole family. Say hi to all of them. 
Since I wrote to you last Easter so many things have been happening. 
Both the things we like and the once we do not like. But all to the glory of 
God. 
 

One the good things is the ordination of Jeff. First of all I want to congratulate you all for the 
successful ordination of Fr. Jeff. I was there when the journey started. He was our Catechist but 
now he is our priest. 
 
Jeff congratulations. I want to say kudos to fathers Justine and Joe whose time it happened. I 
know all played a part in God's choice of his servant Jeff. I say congratulations to all the 
parishioners of St Elizabeth who in one way or the other helped him to the priesthood.  
 
Over here in Nigeria some other good things happened. I was on February 1st 2014 honored 
with the papal insignia of Monsignor (Papal Chamberlain) and elevated to the rank of Very Rev. 
Monsignor by His Holiness, Pope Francis. The investiture ceremony will take place on the 2nd 
of August at Holy Trinity Cathedral Orlu. Imo state Nigeria. Please pray for me.  
 



More responsibilities have been added to my being the Dean in charge of 41 parishes. That is 
why I will not able to take my normal vacation during August this year. I look forward to be 
coming by the end of August. God has really been good to me. I want to thank you and I know 
all these happened because of your prayers. Please continue to keep me in your prayers as I do 
always remember all of you at my masses and other prayers.  
 
About the Boko Haram boys you hear about every day in the news, they have stepped up their 
demands. I hope you know what they are demanding and saying. No more western education, 
girls are not supposed to go to school etc. You know that no sane person in the world will listen 
to them. They have intensified their attacks but they are being contained and defeated. 
 
They have not tried in the east where I live so I am safe but they are killing our brothers and 
sisters in the north. They do their things in the north of Nigeria and I live in the East. I am doing 
fine except that there is so much work to do and I do not get enough rest as I should. But God 
sees us through every day.  
 
My parishioners are also doing well. The faith is growing every day in Nigeria. I hope all our 
members at St. Elizabeth Church are doing fine. My prayers go to all of them. I ask that you 
please pray for me as I always remember all of you in my daily prayers. Once more Thank you 
and God bless you.  
 
Lots of love 
 
Monsignor Joe b. C. Okorie 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
COMPTROLLER’S CORNER 
  
Dear Sir Knights: 
  
Reminder that our meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of the month unless pre-empted by a 
Church/Religious activity 
  
7:00 PM – Assembly Officers 
7:30 PM – All Members 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PRAYER LIST FOR THE DECEASED 
 
Fr. Mark Catalana 
Fr. John Halloran 
Dolores Blake 
Lady Beth Crews  
Lady Doris Kantack 
Lady Cherri Poehlman  
Lady Janie Herffernan 
Sir Knight Richard Mizgorski  
Sir Knight Gilbert Martinez  
Sir Knight Titus Cascaro  
Sir Knight Bill Quitalig  
Sir Knight Simon Lopez  
Michael Valenzuela 

PRAYER LIST FOR THE SICK 
 
Ellen Dismuke 
SK Leonardo Garcia-Araiza 
Brother Hung Nguyen – our Webmaster 
Sir Knight Manuel Esteban 
Patrick Esteban, son of SK Manuel Esteban 
Sir Knight Lud Indihar 
Sir Knight Bill Poehlman 
Sir Knight Michael Wilhelmi 
Sir Knight Lou Horyza 
Sir Knight Bruce Poehlman 
Sir Knight Bernard McGuinness 
Sir Knight Joe Talaugon 
Lady Sharon Manfredo 



James P. Marshall, brother of Sir Knight 
Dave Marshall 
 

Lady Jovita Villena 
Maria Uribe 
Pete Meir 

 
Please keep me, SK Ed Blake, at 408-263-0247 or ebacal@sbcglobal.net , posted as to 
changes in the status of those for whom we pray who are sick. If a person has recovered from 
their ailment, then we need to have their name removed. 
 
Please remember and pray for the victims of war and abortion; in particular for those children 
who are literally “thrown away”, for our young men and women who are valiantly protecting our 
freedom around the world; for those who died on September 11, 2001 and for all deceased 
members of our assembly. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Excellent Online Catholic Information Available For You At: 

 
American Life League - http://www.all.org/  

LifeSiteNews.com - http://www.lifesitenews.com/  
The Garden of Innocence - http://www.gardenofinnocence.com/  

 
We, the Color Corps, are honored to serve this most worthwhile organization 

 

 
The Garden of Innocence 

Providing Dignified Burials for Abandoned Children 
 

Color Corps members, when the call is issued to participate in a local service that is being put 
on by this most worthwhile group, respond positively to the call out and participate. Once you go 
through one of these your life will be changed forever. If you are looking for one of the reasons 
why you should join and participate in the Color Corps, this is it. Check out their website’s link. 
 
 



 
 
 
 

THE PENCIL 
 
The pencil maker took the pencil aside, just before putting it into the box. 
 
"There are five things you need to know before I send you out into the world," he said. 
"Always remember these five things, and you'll be a great pencil. 
 
ONE: You are capable of many great things, but only if you allow yourself to be held in 
someone's hand. 
 
TWO: You will experience a painful sharpening from time to time, but you'll need it to 
become a better pencil. 
 
THREE: You have the ability to correct the mistakes you make. 
 
FOUR: The most important part of you will always be what's inside. 
 
FIVE: On every surface where you are used, regardless of its condition, you must leave 



your mark. 
 
The pencil understood and promised to remember. 
 
 ~Author Unknown  
 

 

Bishop Athanasius Schneider: ‘We are in 
the fourth great crisis of the Church’ 
During a trip to England the Soviet-born bishop says the Church today is experiencing 
‘tremendous confusion’ 

By Sarah Atkinson on Friday, 6 June 2014 

 

Bishop Athanasius Schneider celebrates Pontifical High Mass during the Latin Mass 
Society pilgrimage to West Grinstead in Sussex (Photo: Joseph Shaw) 

Liberals, collaborating with the “new paganism”, are driving the Catholic Church towards 
a split, according to Bishop Athanasius Schneider, the liturgical specialist who is 
carrying on a rearguard fight against “abuses” in the Church.  



So serious are the problems, Bishop Schneider said in an interview last week, that this 
is the fourth great crisis in the history of the Church, comparable to the fourth-century 
Arian heresy in which a large part of the Church hierarchy was implicated.  

If you have not heard of the Soviet-born bishop, you will. The sincere, scholarly 
clergyman is auxiliary bishop of the distant Archdiocese of St Mary in Astana, 
Kazakhstan. But this month he has received a rock star welcome from congregations 
across the country on his tour of England and he has embraced cyberspace to put over 
a trenchant, traditional defense of the Church. “Thanks be to God, the internet exists,” 
he said.  

His views are not popular with everyone, especially not some of his liberal colleagues, 
or, he says, with the mainstream media of the secular world. But his audiences tell 
another story. 

Bishop Schneider is best known for arguing that Holy Communion should be received 
on the tongue while kneeling, which he insists is the more efficient way to foster respect 
for the Sacrament and to prevent abuse of the Sacred Hosts. The 53-year-old bishop 
has called also for clarification (a new Syllabus of Errors), aimed at the clergy, to put a 
stop to liturgical and doctrinal freewheeling on a range of issues in the “spirit of Vatican 
II”.  

In his interview, Bishop Schneider said the “banal” and casual treatment of the Blessed 
Sacrament is part of a major crisis in the Church in which some laity and clergy, 
including some in positions of authority, are siding with secular society. At the heart of 
the problems, he believes, is the creeping introduction of a man-centred agenda, while 
in some churches God, in the tabernacle, really is materially put in a corner, while the 
priest takes centre stage. Bishop Schneider argued that this situation is now coming to a 
head. “I would say, we are in the fourth great crisis [of the Church], in a tremendous 
confusion over doctrine and liturgy. We have already been in this for 50 years.” 

How long will it last? “Perhaps God will be merciful to us in 20 or 30 years.” 

In the autumn, the synod of bishops will meet in extraordinary session to discuss the 
family, in the light of the questionnaire which Pope Francis invited the faithful to 
complete, giving their views on marriage and sexuality. Expectations are growing that 
rules will be relaxed on a range of sexual matters and in terms of divorced people 
receiving Communion as a sign of “mercy” from the Church. 

Such views, according to Bishop Schneider, reveal the depth of the problem. “I think this 
issue of the reception of Holy Communion by the remarried will blow up and show the 
real crisis in the Church. The real crisis of the Church is anthropocentrism and the 
forgetting of Christo-centrism… 

“This is the deepest evil: man, or the clergy, putting themselves in the center when they 
are celebrating liturgy and when they change the revealed truth of God, for instance, 
concerning the Sixth Commandment and human sexuality.”  



Although he says talk of change is mainly coming from “the anti-Christian media”, he 
sees clergy and lay Catholics “collaborating” with what he calls the new paganism. 
Bishop Schneider is particularly critical of the idea that these changes should be made 
so as to be merciful to those currently barred from receiving the Sacraments. “[This is] a 
kind of sophism,” he said. “This is not mercy, this is cruel.” 

He suggested this was “a false concept of mercy”, saying: “It is comparable to a doctor 
who gives a [diabetic] patient sugar, although he knows it will kill him.” 

The bishop believes there are clear parallels with great crises of the past, when leading 
clergymen were complicit with heresies. In the Arian heresy, he said, naming them on 
his fingers, only a handful of the hierarchy resisted. “We [Christians] are a minority. We 
are surrounded by a very cruel pagan world. The temptation and challenge of today can 
be compared with the first centuries.” 

He added: “Unfortunately there were … members of the clergy and even bishops who put 
grains of incense in front of the statue of the emperor or of a pagan idol or who delivered 
the books of the Holy Scripture to be burned. Such collaborationist Christians and 
clerics were called in those times thurificati or traditores.”  

And today, he maintained, we also have those who collaborate, our “traitors of the 
Faith”. 

Pope Francis is perceived to be at the forefront of a new liberal attitude coming from 
Rome. But Bishop Schneider says: “Thanks be to God, Pope Francis has not expressed 
himself in these ways that the mass media expect from him. He has spoken until now, in 
his official homilies, very beautiful Catholic doctrine. I hope he will continue to teach in a 
very clear manner the Catholic doctrine.” 

The bishop said he hopes “the majority of the bishops still have enough Catholic spirit 
and faith that they will reject the proposal and not accept this”. 

Nevertheless, he can foresee a split coming, leading to an eventual renewal of the 
Church on traditional lines. But, he believes, this will not be before the crisis has 
plunged the Church further into disarray. Eventually, he thinks, the “anthropocentric” 
[man-centered] clerical system will collapse. “This liberal clerical edifice will crash down 
because they have no roots and no fruits,” he said. 

In the turmoil, Bishop Schneider, fears traditional Catholics may, for a time, be 
persecuted or discriminated against, even at the behest of those who have “power in the 
exterior structures of the Church”. But he believes those involved with the “heresy” will 
“not prevail against the Church”. And, in hope, the bishop said: “The Supreme 
Magisterium will surely issue an unequivocal doctrinal statement, rejecting any 
collaboration with the neo-pagan ideas.” 



At this point, Bishop Schneider believes, the modern thurificati et traditores will leave the 
Church. “I can presume that such a separation will affect each level of Catholics: lay 
people and even not excluding the high clergy,” he said.  

Such comments are unlikely to win Bishop Schneider popularity in some circles, but he 
argues: “It is quite insignificant to be popular or unpopular. For every member of the 
clergy, their first interest should be to be popular in the eyes of God and not in the eyes 
of today or of the powerful. Jesus said a warning: ‘Woe to you when people speak well 
of you.’” 

He added: “Popularity is false… Great saints of the Church, such as Thomas More and 
John Fisher, rejected popularity… those today who are worried about the popularity of 
the mass media and public opinion… will be remembered as cowards and not as heroes 
of the Faith.” 

Bishop Schneider observes ruefully that there are many whose views coincide with 
those of the pagan world who “declare themselves Catholics and even faithful to the 
Pope”, while “those who are faithful to the Catholic faith or those who are promoting the 
glory of Christ in the liturgy” are labelled 
extremists. 

Such critics may assert that Bishop Schneider’s concern over Holy Communion is like 
worrying over the numbers of angels on a pinhead. But the bishop insists that treatment 
of the Eucharist is at the very heart of the crisis. “The Eucharist is at the heart of the 
Church,” he said. “When the heart is weak, the whole body is weak.” 

He argued that receiving Communion in hand “contributes gradually to the loss of the 
Catholic faith in the Real Presence and in transubstantiation”. 

Bishop Schneider also rejected the idea that concern for the liturgy is less important 
than, or even separate from, concern for the poor. “This is erroneous. The first 
commandment which Christ gave us was to adore God alone. Liturgy is not a meeting of 
friends. It is our first task to adore and glorify God in the liturgy and also in our manner of 
life. From a true adoration and love of God grows love for the poor and our neighbour. It 
is a consequence.” 

The bishop’s views have been shaped by his early childhood, growing up as a 
persecuted German Catholic in the Soviet Union, where he even had to attend atheism 
lessons at school. His book Dominus Est discloses 
how the German Catholic community kept alive their faith despite severe hardship and 
persecution. In his own experience, his mother and great aunt took great risks for their 
faith and on behalf of others in the community. So Bishop Schneider and his family were 
horrified at the liberal attitudes and practices in the West, especially in respect of Holy 
Communion, which had been so rare and so precious to the persecuted German 
Catholics of the Soviet Union.  



Seemingly like the little boy in the story of the Emperor’s New Clothes, the bishop now 
feels compelled to speak out and he cannot understand why others do not do the same. 
“It seems that the majority of the clergy and the bishops are content with this modern 
use of Communion in hand… For me this is incredible. How is this possible, when Jesus 
is present in the little Hosts?” 

He continued: “There is the grievous fact of the loss of the Eucharistic fragments. And 
the fragments of the consecrated Host are crushed by feet. This is horrible! Our God, in 
our churches, is trampled by feet!” 

Bishop Schneider admitted that he is “very sad that I am feeling myself as one who is 
shouting in the desert”.  

He said: “It is time that the bishops raise their voices for the Eucharistic Jesus who has 
no voice to defend himself. Here is an attack on the Most Holy, an attack on the 
Eucharistic faith.” 

But despite his concerns, Bishop Schneider is not pessimistic and believes that there is 
already a groundswell of support for traditional values that will, in time, renew the 
Church: “Little ones in the Church have been let down and neglected,” he said. “[But] 
they have kept the purity of their faith and they represent the true power of the Church in 
the eyes of God and not those who are in administration.  

“I spoke with young students in Oxford and I was so much impressed by these students. 
I was so glad to see their purity of faith and their convictions, and the clear Catholic 
mind. This will renew the Church. So I am confident and hopeful also in respect of this 
crisis in the Church. The Holy Ghost will win this crisis with this little army.” 

He added: “I am not worried about the future. The Church is Christ’s Church and He is 
the real head of the Church, the Pope is only the vicar of Christ. The soul of the Church 
is the Holy Spirit and He is powerful.”  

Bishop Athanasius Schneider’s book Dominus Est: It is the Lord! is published by 
Newman House Press. His work Corpus Christi: Holy Communion and the Renewal of 
the Church, is published by Lumen Fidei Press 

 
 



 

Archbishop. Cordileone’s speech at the 
March for Marriage 
“No justice, no peace, no end to poverty, without a strong culture of marriage and the 
family.” 
June 19, 2014 08:03 EST 
 
By Catherine Harmon 
 

 
Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone of San Francisco addresses supporters of traditional marriage during the second annual 
March for Marriage in Washington June 19. (CNS photo/Tyler Orsburn) 

Addressing a crowd gathered in Washington, DC earlier today, San Francisco’s 
Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone encouraged supporters of traditional marriage to “go 
forth to build a civilization of truth and love.”  

The archbishop, who serves as chairman of the US bishops’ Subcommittee for the 
Promotion and the Defense of Marriage, had faced criticism from religious and civil 
leaders, including House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, for participating in the March for 
Marriage, which was organized by the National Organization for Marriage and which 
also included speeches from former Sen. Rick Santorum and former Governor of 
Arkansas Mike Huckabee. Archbishop Cordileone noted that in attendance today was 
the Vatican’s apostolic nuncio to the United States, Archbishop Carlo Vigano; his 
presence at the march “signifies the presence and support of Pope Francis for what we 
are doing today,” Cordileone said.  



Below is the full text of Archbishop Cordileone’s speech; you can also listen to the 
speech in its entirety 

In our Catholic faith tradition, young people around the age of junior high school or high 
school receive the sacrament of Confirmation, normally administered by the bishop.  At 
a Confirmation ceremony I celebrated recently in a large, Hispanic parish, two of the 
young people shared some reflections on what their Confirmation meant to them.  They 
said that their Confirmation gave them the grace to go forth and “build a civilization of 
truth and love.”  I could not have said it better myself!  And that, my friends, is why we 
are here.  Both are necessary, both, together, if we wish to have a flourishing society: 
truth and love.  

This is the legacy we have received from our ancestors in faith.  To my fellow believers 
in Jesus Christ I would call our attention to those first generations of Christians in the 
city of Rome, who were so often scapegoated by the powerful pagan Roman 
government.  But when a plague would strike the city and the well-to-do fled to the hills 
for safety until the plague subsided, it was the Christians who stayed behind to care for 
the sick, at great risk to their own health and very lives.  And not just the Christian sick: 
all the sick, regardless of religion, of how they lived their lives, or even what they thought 
of the Christians themselves.  The historian Eusebius noted about the Christians of his 
time, “All day long some of them tended to the dying and to their burial, countless 
numbers with no one to care for them.  Others gathered together from all parts of the 
city a multitude of those withered from famine and distributed bread to them 
all.”  Likewise, the Emperor Julian complained to one of his pagan priests, “[They] 
support not only their poor, but ours as well.”  

It is this kind of love and compassion in the service of truth, especially the truth of the 
human person, that has marked the lives of the holy ones of our own faith tradition and 
others as well: hospitals, orphanages, schools, outreach to the poor and destitute – 
giving without concern for getting anything in return, seeing in each human being, 
especially in the poor and destitute, a priceless child beloved by God, whom God calls 
to turn away from sin and toward Him, so that they might be saved.  In 1839 Jeanne 
Jugan met one such priceless child of God, a blind old crippled woman whom nobody 
cared for.  That night, Jeanne carried the woman home to her apartment, and put her to 
sleep in her own bed.  From this profound encounter was born the Little Sisters of the 
Poor, who even today are loving, caring for and providing homes for thousands of 
elderly who deserve dignity as well as care.  These are the very nuns who now face the 
possibility of being shut out of spreading the love of Jesus to the needy because of their 
refusal to comply with a healthcare mandate that violates their moral convictions, 
convictions which stand on the truth of basic human dignity.  

Let us, then, take our cue from the best our predecessors in faith have inspired, and not 
humanity’s frequent failings and sins.  Like them, we now in our own time need to 
proclaim and live the truth with charity and compassion as it applies to us today: the 
truth of a united family based on the union of the children’s father and mother in 
marriage as the foundational good of society.  Every child comes from a man and a 
woman, and has a right, a natural human right, to know and be known by, to love and be 



loved by, their own mother and father.  This is the great public good that marriage is 
oriented towards and protects.  The question is then: does society need an institution 
that unites children to the mothers and fathers who bring them into the world, or doesn’t 
it?  If it does, that institution is marriage – nothing else provides this basic good to 
children.  

Yes, this is a foundational truth, and one to which we must witness by lives lived in 
conformity to it, and which we must proclaim with love.  Love for those millions of loving 
single mothers and fathers who struggle to pick up the pieces of their lives and succeed 
in creating loving homes for their children – they need and deserve our love, affirmation 
and support.  Love for the husband struggling with fidelity, for the woman who feels 
abandoned and pressured into abortion, for the teenager struggling to believe in the 
heroic vision of love that makes sense of chastity, for the single person who cannot find 
a mate, for the childless couple trying to cope with infertility, for the wife who finds 
herself nursing a sick husband in her marriage bed, for the young person trying to 
navigate through sexual identity issues and may feel alienated from the Church because 
of it, maybe even because of the sort of treatment received from those who profess to 
be believers.  To all of you, I say: know that you are a child of God, that you are called to 
heroic love and that with God’s help you can do it, that we love you and want to support 
you in living your God-given call.  

And let us not forget: we must also proclaim this truth especially with love for those who 
disagree with us on this issue, and most of all, for those who are hostile toward us.  We 
must be careful, though, not to paint our opponents on this issue with broad 
strokes.  There is a tendency in our culture to do this to groups of people the powerful 
don’t know and think they don’t like.  We must not do that.  We must recognize that there 
are people on the other side of this debate who are of good will and are sincerely trying 
to promote what they think is right and fair.  It is misdirected good will.  But even those 
from whom we suffer retribution – and I know some of you have suffered in very serious 
ways because of your stand for marriage – still, we must love them.  That is what our 
ancestors in faith did, and we must, too.  Yes, it is easy to become resentful when you 
are relentlessly and unfairly painted as a bigot and are punished for publicly standing by 
the basic truth of marriage as a foundational societal good; it is tempting to respond in 
kind.  Don’t.  For those of us who are Catholic, we just heard our Master command us in 
the gospel proclaimed at Mass the day before yesterday: “love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you” (Mt 5:44).  We must not allow the angry rhetoric to co-opt 
us into a culture of hate.  

Yes, we must show love toward all of these and more.  Love is the answer.  But love in 
the truth.  The truth is that every child comes from a mother and a father, and to 
deliberately deprive a child of knowing and being loved by his or her mother and father 
is an outright injustice.  That is our very nature, and no law can change it.  Those with 
temporal power over us might choose to change the definition of marriage in the law 
even against all that we have accomplished through very generous participation in the 
democratic process, but our nature does not change.  If the law does not correspond to 
our nature, such that there is a conflict between the law and nature, guess which will 
prevail?  And people will figure it out.  



We can take heart from what we see happening now in the pro-life movement.  Back in 
the early 1970’s, just before the Court issued its infamous Roe vs. Wade ruling, public 
support for abortion was growing rapidly.  And as with marriage redefinition today, a 
generation gap opened up in the polls, leading many to predict that opposition to 
abortion would literally die off.  That was the future; before long, it would not even be an 
issue.  Instead, something unexpected happened.  A relatively small band of faithful 
believers held the line on the sanctity of human life in the womb, and today, two 
generations later, the pro-life movement is flourishing like never before.  We now have 
the most pro-life generation of young adults since the infamous Roe decision.  People 
have figured out that it is a human life that is within the mother’s womb, and that 
abortion, yes, really does harm women; they’ve figured out that it’s good to cherish that 
human life and surround the mother with love and support so a truly happy choice can 
be made, the choice for life.  

People, too, will figure out that a child comes from a father and a mother, and it’s good 
for the child to be connected to his or her father and mother.  These truths may seem 
obvious to us, but they aren’t to everyone while in the heat of controversy.  They will 
figure out this truth about marriage, though, because it, too, is in our nature, and it is a 
key to individual and societal flourishing.  All we have to do is look around and see that 
our society is broken and hurting in so many ways; there is so much work to do to fix it 
and bring healing.  Yes, it is very complex, and many different things need to be done: 
we need to fix our economy; we especially need to pay a living wage to working class 
families; we need to fix our broken immigration system; we need to improve our schools, 
especially those that are failing children from poorer families.  Yes, we need to do all this 
and more.  But none of these solutions will have a lasting effect if we do not rebuild a 
marriage culture, a culture which recognizes and supports the good of intact families, 
built on the marriage between a man and a woman committed to loving faithfulness to 
each other and to their children.  No justice, no peace, no end to poverty, without a 
strong culture of marriage and the family.  This noble cause is a call to love we cannot 
abandon, that we will not give up on, and that in the end we know will triumph.  

So take heart: the truth spoken in love has a power over the human heart.  We are here 
today to March for Marriage, to pick up the torch, and pass on to a new generation the 
truth about marriage, not just the abstract truth, but the lived reality that makes a 
difference in children’s lives.  So, my friends, we must not give up: the truth will not go 
away, and we will not go away.  Let us take heart from the legacy we have received, let 
us place our trust in God, and let us go forth to build a civilization o 
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