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 FAITHFUL FRIAR’S MESSAGE 
 
My Dear Sir Knights: 
 
The Popes on Mercy 
 
When Saint John XXIII solemnly opened the Second Vatican Council he said, 
“the Bride of Christ (the Church) prefers to use the medicine of mercy rather 
than arm herself with the weapons of rigor.”  Blessed Paul V1 wrote, “May I at 
least honor who you are, God of infinite bounty, accepting, and celebrating 

your sweet mercy.”  Saint John Paul II affirmed in his encyclical DIVES IN MISERICORDIA, that 



the Church lives an authentic life when it professes and proclaims mercy, the most amazing 
attribute of the Creator.  May the Church lead humanity to the font of mercy.”  Pope Benedict 
XVI wrote: “Mercy is the core of the Gospel message; Mercy is the name of God himself.  Mercy 
is the face with which God revealed himself in the Old Testament and then fully in Jesus Christ.”  
Pope Francis declared this year --- a year of Mercy.   
 
“By mercy the church is showing her maternal side, her motherly face to a humanity that is 
wounded.  The church does not wait for the wounded to knock on her door, she looks for them 
on the streets, she gathers them in, she embraces them, and she makes them feel loved.”  
Mercy is the subject closest to the heart of Pope Francis, and is the central teaching of his 
papacy.  “To those who feel they have no need of mercy, Francis counsels, “Even the Pope is a 
man who needs the mercy of God.” 
 
May Jesus who loved his Church to the end, always fill your hearts with his mercy. 
 
God Love You, 
Rev. Leonard Traverso, Faithful Chaplain 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR’S MESSAGE 
 
My Brothers, Sir Knights, 
 
Our assembly was invited to attend a special 40 Days for Life Mass held at 
Sacred Heart Church in Saratoga. There was a good turn out by our Color 
Corp, which had seven members in attendance. A total of eighteen Color 
Corp members of the various assemblies provided the honor guard for 

Bishop Patrick McGrath. 
 
I have made arrangements with our Comptroller, Ed Blake, the District Marshal, Skip Yenchick 
to accompany me to visit some of our councils to recruit new members for our assembly. The 
month of February is fast approaching and we will need candidates for approval at our 
December meeting. I encourage our members to approach others in their councils to join the 
assembly. 
 
The next important Color Corp event is An Evening with Mary, to be held at St. Elizabeth Church 
on October 14. This is an interesting and spiritually uplifting Mass held by the church and 
attended by many from the area. 
 
St. John the Baptist Council will be conducting a rosary on each Tuesday in front of the Abortion 
Clinic on the Alameda in San Jose. You can show your support by participating. Contact Dave 
Meszaros for further information. 
 
Please get involved with the activities in our assembly. We need your help to make our mission, 
successful. 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
 
Fraternally yours, 
Ruben Esguerra 
St. Joseph Assembly 2246 
Faithful Navigator 



__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 FAITHFUL COLOR CORPS COMMANDERS MESSAGE 
 
Dear Sir Knights: 
 
The month of September saw all of the children going back to school. For the 
Color Corps, our September activities were on the slim side. The major event 
of the month occurred on September 20th when 8 of our Assembly’s members 
joined in with Sir Knights from Fra Crespi and Portola to participate in the 40 
Days for Life Mass. 

 

 
Eighteen (18) members of the combined Color Corps from Fra Crespi, Portola, and St. Joseph 
Assemblies joined with the Rt. Rev. Patrick McGrath in the celebration of the 40 Days for Life 
Mass  
 
I was very proud of the St. Joseph Assembly contingent who made themselves available, 
including one who isn’t yet a Color Corps member. 
 



 
From left to right: Sir Knights Ervin Reyes, David Meszaros, Leonardo Garcia-Araiza, Immediate 
Past Faithful Navigator Marciano Estioko, Northern California District Marshall Skip Yenchik, 
current Faithful Navigator Ruben Esguerra, Joe Ruggiero and Y Hoang were St. Joseph 
Assembly’s representatives for the 40 Days For Life Mass 
 
In October, we need to be reminded that on Friday, October 14th, we will have the 14th 
consecutive Evening with Mary procession and Mass that will occur at St. Elizabeth’s Church in 
Milpitas. All Color Corps members need to be note the following: 
 

 Report time: no later than 5:00 (if you want to find a place to park) 
 Procession line up starts to form at 5:00 PM 
 Procession starts at 6:30 PM 
 Mass follows the procession 

 
Unlike last year, the procession will stay within the perimeter of the Church property. The Color 
Corps will be the 2nd position behind the drum and gong people. We will start at the sidewalk on 
the exit side of the parking lot, turn right, proceed up Sequoia to the Church’s entrance driveway 
and turn right. We will then follow the edge of the parking lot completely around and return to the 
entrance of the Church. Upon arriving, we will position ourselves into 2 columns and await the 
procession of the statues. We might be escorting the celebrants up to the altar but we will return 
to the back to the church entrance soon thereafter. We will NOT be attending the Mass given 
that there will be no pew spaces available. As soon as the last statue passes through our 
column, our job is done. 
 



Looking forward, please keep November in mind, in particular Friday, November 11th, Veterans 
Day. While it is not guaranteed, our Assembly has always been invited to be part of the flag 
raising ceremony at the beginning of the Veterans Day Observance held at the Veterans Plaza 
behind City Hall. 
 
Report time for this event is 8:30 AM 
The event starts at 9:00 AM rain or shine 
 
Be watching your e-mail INBOX as sometime around the end of October, first week of 
November, I will be needing a list of names to be able to submit to our contact at Milpitas City 
Hall so as to be included in the printed program which is handed out to all those who come to 
participate. 
 
For those of you who need tuxedo and tuxedo accessories, we refer you to our primary vendor: 
 
Tuxedo Fashion 
Primary contact: Israel Wiggins  
363 Meridian Avenue 
San Jose CA  95126 
Ph: 408-294-3311 ~ Fax: 408-294-3223  
E-Mail: cs@tuxedofashions.com 
Web Site: http://www.tuxedofashions.com/ 
  
Respectively submitted,  
Ed Blake, Color Corps Commander 
Ph: (408) 263-0247  ebacal@sbcglobal.net 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
  
COMPTROLLER’S CORNER 
  
Dear Sir Knights: 
  
Our meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of the month unless pre-empted by a 
Church/Religious activity 
  
7:00 PM – Assembly Officers 
7:30 PM – All Members 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PRAYER LIST FOR THE DECEASED 
 
Fr. Mark Catalana 
Fr. John Halloran 
Edward and Dolores Blake, Sr. 
Lady Thuy Phan 
Lady Beth Crews  
Lady Doris Kantack 
Lady Cherri Poehlman  
Lady Janie Herffernan 
Lady Jovita Villena 

PRAYER LIST FOR THE SICK 
 
Fr. Leonard Traverso 
SK Manuel Esteban 
Patrick Esteban (son of SK Manuel Esteban) 
SK Ted Galvan 
SK David Meszaros 
SK Rito Castaneda 
SK Nonilo DeLos Angeles 
 
 



Sir Knight Richard Mizgorski  
Sir Knight Gilbert Martinez  
Sir Knight Titus Cascaro  
Sir Knight Bill Quitalig  
Sir Knight Simon Lopez 
Sir Knight Hung Nguyen 
Sir Knight Joseph Talaugon  
Michael Valenzuela 
James P. Marshall, brother of SK Dave 
Marshall 

 
Please keep me, SK Ed Blake, 408-263-0247 or ebacal@sbcglobal.net, posted as to changes in 
the status of those for whom we pray who are sick. If a person has recovered from their ailment, 
then we need to have their name removed. 
 
Please remember and pray for the victims of war and abortion; in particular for those children 
who are literally “thrown away”, for our young men and women who are valiantly protecting our 
freedom around the world; for those who died on September 11, 2001 and for all deceased 
members of our Assembly. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Excellent Online Catholic Information Available For You At the click of your 

mouse. All items have embedded URLs in their logos. Happy Viewing: 
 

 
American Life League 

 
Life Site News 

 
The Garden of Innocence 

 
Human Life International 

 
LifeNews.Com. 

Diocese 
 of San Jose  
Vocations Website  

 

 



  
 

 
 

 

His Thoughts Are Our Thoughts 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 

Head Knight of Columbus takes on idea of 
'pro-choice but personally opposed' 
August 19, 2016 - By Catholic News Agency  

 

Supreme Knight Dr. Carl A. Anderson address the 129th Knights of Columbus Supreme Convention 
during the States Dinner. Credit: Peter Zelasko/CNA 

New Haven, Conn., Aug 17, 2016 / 02:09 pm (CNA/EWTN News).- Since it was first used by 
Mario Cuomo in 1984, many Catholic politicians have taken up the argument that they are 
“personally opposed to abortion” but still “pro-choice.” The argument “has always been a poor 
one, but it has never made less sense than it does today,” writes Carl Anderson, CEO of the 
Knights of Columbus, in an opinion piece published yesterday in The Hill. 

In a speech at Notre Dame in 1984, Cuomo famously declared that: “As a Catholic I accept the 
church's teaching authority. … I accept the bishops' position that abortion is to be avoided.” 
Cuomo added: “My wife and I were enjoined never to use abortion to destroy the life we created, 
and we never have.” Still, he maintained that abortion should be protected legally. 

In his piece, Anderson says the Cuomo argument was never morally coherent, that its premise 
that opposition to abortion is the minority view is no longer valid, and that the intervening history 
proves that Cuomo’s claim that such actions will bring tolerance for Catholic positions has been 
disproven by new attempts to force religious individuals and entities to act against their beliefs. 

Anderson notes that if we apply the “personally opposed” rationale to another evil we see how 
quickly the logic breaks down. In addition, Cuomo’s logic was based on not imposing his view on 



the majority of Americans. But, the piece notes, it “simply is not true that legally restricting 
abortion is the minority view,” and “a broad consensus to restrict abortion” has emerged in the 
intervening years on that and on the immorality of abortion. 

The piece sites Marist polling commissioned by the Knights of Columbus that shows about eight 
in 10 Americans want substantial restrictions on abortion. A solid majority would limit abortion at 
most only to rape, incest or to save the life of the mother. And by a margin of 23 points – 60 
percent to 37 percent – most Americans now say abortion is “morally wrong.” By contrast, only 
about one in 10 Americans say they want no restrictions of abortion.   

Anderson writes that this means that “pro-choice” politicians who claim to be “personally 
opposed” now not only violate their own consciences, but also impose on the country a view 
held by only a “tiny minority.” Cuomo’s idea is “now bankrupt in another way,” continues 
Anderson. In defending his “pro-choice” stance, Cuomo stated in 1984: “We know that the price 
of seeking to force our beliefs on others is that they might someday force theirs on us.” 

“Indeed, the opposite has occurred,” writes Anderson. “Catholics are increasingly facing 
government ‘force’ to commit actions they see as immoral… Cuomo was wrong. Our rights have 
not been protected as a result of his political strategy – just ask the Little Sisters of the Poor.” 

Anderson concludes by arguing that politicians should embrace the American consensus on 
abortion restrictions “and stop acting in opposition to their own conscience and the will of the 
American people.” Alternatively, Anderson suggests, they could take what he calls “the John F. 
Kennedy option,” a course of action that Kennedy proposed while running for president in 1960. 
Kennedy said: “…if the time should ever come … when my office would require me to either 
violate my conscience or violate the national interest, then I would resign the office; and I hope 
any conscientious public servant would do the same.” 

This press release was provided to CNA by the Knights of Columbus. 

 



Supreme Knight: If you’re Catholic, you must 
not vote for pro-aborts  
TORONTO, August 3, 2016 (LifeSiteNews) — Carl Anderson, leader of the Knights of Columbus, 
told an international gathering of the Catholic men’s organization on Tuesday that abortion is the 
most significant moral issue in the U.S. presidential race and that Catholics cannot vote for a 
pro-abortion candidate. 

Abortion is “in reality a legal regime that has resulted in more than 40 million deaths,” and not 
“just another political issue,” Anderson told the more than 2,000 attendees at the annual four-
day Supreme Convention in Toronto, as reported by National Catholic Reporter’s David Gibson. 

“What political issue could possibly outweigh this human devastation? Abortion is different. 
Abortion is the killing of the innocent on a massive scale,” Anderson said. 

Elected Supreme Knight in 2000 and considered one of the most influential lay Catholics in the 
Church, the 65-year-old lawyer and father of five is a longtime Republican who has held various 
positions in the Reagan administration and worked for the late North Carolina Senator Jesse 
Helms. 

“We need to end the political manipulation of Catholic voters by abortion advocates,” he said. “It 
is time to end the entanglement of Catholic people with abortion killing. It is time to stop creating 
excuses for voting for pro-abortion politicians.” 

“We will never succeed in building a culture of life if we continue to vote for politicians who 
support a culture of death,” Anderson told the crowd, which included 95 bishops, 11 cardinals, 
numerous priests, and Knights and their families from across North and Central America, the 
Caribbean, Africa, Asia and Europe. 

Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton is an abortion extremist, and her running mate, Virginia 
Senator and Catholic Tim Kaine, has consistently signaled he will support the Democrats’ 
abortion-on-demand policies, despite his stated personal pro-life sympathies. 

Republican candidate Donald Trump, who didn’t mention abortion in his acceptance speech, 
received mixed reviews from pro-life leaders after a closed door meeting in June, but his running 
mate, Indiana governor and former Catholic now evangelical Christian Mike Pence, is staunchly 
pro-life, stating most recently he and Trump will consign Roe v Wade to “the ash heap of 
history.” 

However, a Pew Research Center survey in July found that 56 percent of U.S. Catholics 
supported Clinton over 39 percent for Trump, with 77 percent of Hispanic Catholics supporting 
Clinton, noted Gibson in his report. 

The Knights of Columbus — who are “huge benefactors to dioceses and charitable causes” — 
could influence how the abortion issue “will play out in the church” and the campaign, Gibson 
suggested. 



Anderson also spoke of the fraternity’s advocacy and aid to persecuted Christians, particularly 
those facing genocide in the Middle East. 

“Christians there have been tortured, murdered, enslaved and driven into exile,” he said. “Many 
in the West wanted to look away, but we would not let them.” 

Anderson, who last year testified before Congress and at the U.N. on the need for American and 
international support for Christians and other persecuted religious minorities in the Middle East, 
reiterated this in his annual report to the convention. 

“In Iraq, Syria and neighboring countries, Christians and other religious minorities are facing 
extinction,” he said. 

“Many receive no support from their governments or from the United Nations. They have had to 
rely on their fellow Christians and they have been able to rely on the Knights of Columbus,” 
added Anderson, in a reference to the Christians at Risk initiative. 

“Since 2014, we have raised more than $11 million for Christian refugees. And that money has 
been a lifeline.” 

Anderson reported the organization had achieved record levels of charity last year, donating 
$175 million and 73.5 million hours of volunteer service. 

Knights will soon number two million men around the world, with marked growth in Ukraine, 
Poland, and Lithuania. 

In referring to the convention theme “A Light to the Nations,” Anderson noted the Knights are 
uniquely placed to answer Pope Francis’ question in Amoris Laetitia as to who will help 
strengthen marriages and families. 

“What we do in our families and parishes will change the history of the Catholic Church in our 
communities,” pointed out the author of a 2008 bestseller: A Civilization of Love: What Every 
Catholic Can Do to Transform the World. 

“And it will help ensure the future of those parishes. The strong right arm of the Catholic Church 
must also be the strong right arm of our parish church. Today, this is what it means to be a light 
to the nations.” 

 

Pope Says No to Trans-Kids, Teach Young ‘to 
Accept Their Own Body as it Was Created’ 



 
ALBERTO PIZZOLI/AFP/Getty 

by Thomas D. Williams, Ph.D.11 Apr 2016 

Using some of his most powerful language to date, Pope 
Francis has joined the American College of Pediatricians 
in denouncing the transgender ideology behind 
contemporary ideas of fluid sexual identity among 
children. 

In his new letter on marriage and the family, Amoris Laetitia (“The Joy of Love”), Francis said 
that sex education should teach “respect and appreciation” for sexual differences, as a way of 
helping the young to overcome self-absorption. This respect includes self-acceptance and 
learning to embrace the body one is born with, rather than playing with fictional identities that 
deny reality. 

In a convergence of faith and science, the Pope said that especially when experiencing 
difficulties with gender identity, “the young need to be helped to accept their own body as it was 
created,” a proposal encouraged by the physicians of the American College of Pediatricians. 



Thinking that we enjoy “absolute power over our own bodies,” Francis warned, leads to the 
delusion that “we enjoy absolute power over creation.” 

“An appreciation of our body as male or female,” he added, is “necessary for our own self-
awareness in an encounter with others different from ourselves.” 

An effort to cancel out sexual differences based in anatomy is a symptom of a society that “no 
longer knows how to deal with it,” he wrote. 

As he has done in the past, Francis decried an ideology of gender that “denies the difference 
and reciprocity in nature of a man and a woman and envisages a society without sexual 
differences, thereby eliminating the anthropological basis of the family.” 

The Pope’s words echoed a recent statement from the American College of Pediatricians, which 
warned against the physical and psychological dangers to children posed by advocates of 
transgenderism. Failing to identify with one’s biological sex signals a psychological disorder that 
must be dealt with, not pandered to, the physicians proposed. 

The doctors declared that human sexuality is “an objective biological binary trait” rather than an 
infinite series of self-determined “genders.” The norm for human design, the doctors said, “is to 
be conceived either male or female. Human sexuality is binary by design with the obvious 
purpose being the reproduction and flourishing of our species,” and therefore, “XY” and “XX” are 
“genetic markers of health – not genetic markers of a disorder.” 

While everyone is born with a biological sex, the doctors noted, a child’s awareness of his or her 
sexuality develops over time and “may be derailed by a child’s subjective perceptions, 
relationships, and adverse experiences from infancy forward.” Helping them accept their 
objective sexual identity is one of the objectives of good parenting and intelligent education. 

“A person’s belief that he or she is something they are not is, at best, a sign of confused 
thinking,” the physicians said. “When an otherwise healthy biological boy believes he is a girl, or 
an otherwise healthy biological girl believes she is a boy, an objective psychological problem 
exists that lies in the mind not the body, and it should be treated as such.” 

Treating gender confusion as a good and normal thing constitutes an attack on children that can 
only mean serious problems for them in the future. Or in the words of the pediatricians, it is 
“child abuse.” 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
The St. Joseph Assembly #2246 Newsletter is composed, edited, and promulgated for the 
disbursement of information and education to the members of St. Joseph Assembly of the 
Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus in matter pertaining to the Holy Roman Catholic 
Church and the Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus. The content of this Newsletter is the 
sole responsibility of its editor and publisher. Any comments regarding the content of this 
newsletter should be directly to its editor and publisher. 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Evening with Mary 
 

All are invited to come and spend 
 “An Evening with Mary” 
Friday, October 14, 2016 

 

Our Theme this year  
"Holy Mary, Queen and Mother of Mercy" 

  

Gathering time is at 6:00p.m.  
Procession begins at 6:30p.m. 

Followed by Mass  
at 

St. Elizabeth Catholic Church 
750 Sequoia Dr., Milpitas, Ca. 95035 

 

An evening honoring the Blessed Mother in her  
different roles as 

 
Santa Marian Kamalen (The Immaculate Conception), Our Lady of La Vang, 
Fatima, China, Piat, Antipolo, Sorrows, Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, 
Perpetua Socorro (Our Lady of Perpetual Help), Velankani, Lourdes, Manaoag, Our 
Lady of Grace, Penafrancia, Miraculous Medal, Czestochowa, La Virgen 
Maria de la Asunción de Urkupiña, Virgencita de Hato Viejo, Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, and many more... 
 



October 2016

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3
7:30 PM Council 8993

Bus. Mtg.

7:30 PM Council 9718 
Bus. Mtg.

Jose Esteves Birthday

St. Elizabeth Council
8747 Officers Meeting

4 5
Armando
Mendez
Birthday

6 7 8

9 10
7:00 PM 8747

monthly Council
Meeting

Columbus Day
(Observed)

11
German
Galvan

Birthday

12 13
7:30 PM Council
4112 Bus. Mtg. 

7:30 PM Council
5796 Bus. Mtg.

Gerry Valdizno
Birthday

14
Color Corps

Event: Evening
with Mary, report

5:30 PM

Lud Indihar
Birthday

15

16 17
7:00

PM-Officers,
7:30 PM

Members

18 19 20 21 22
Nonilo Delos

Angeles
Birthday

Stan Horyza
Birthday

23 24 25 26 27 28
Feast of Saints

Simon and
Jude, Apostles

29

30 31
Halloween

Sep 2016
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30

Nov 2016
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

St. Joseph Assembly #2246 Activities

Keep in mind that Veterans Day, 11/11, is coming and we will be needing 
Sir Knights to assist in the flag raising ceremony at Milpitas City Hall. 
Report time 8:30 AM, ceremony at 9:00 AM



November 2016

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
All Saints' Day

Fr. Steve Kim
Birthday

2
All Souls' Day

3 4 5
Leonardo

Garcia-Araiza
Birthday

6
Daylight

Savings Time
Ends, set

clocks BACK 1
hour

7
7:30 PM Council
8993 Bus. Mtg.

7:30 PM Council
9718  Bus. Mtg.

St. Elizabeth
Council 8747

Officers Meeting

Thomas J.
Pearson Birthday

8
Election Day

9 10
7:30 PM Council
4112 Bus. Mtg. 

7:30 PM Council
5796 Bus. Mtg.

Dem Nitafan
Birthday

11
Flag Raising for

Veterans Day
Observance at

Milpitas City Hall
Report time 8:30

AM

Veterans Day

12

13 14
7:00 PM 8747

monthly
Council
Meeting

15 16 17 18 19

20
Feast of Christ

the King

21
7:00

PM-Officers,
7:30 PM

Members

Michael
Wilhelmi
Birthday

22 23 24
Thanksgiving

25
Andy Dyson

Birthday

26
Charles
Hudson
Birthday

27
First Sunday of

Advent

28 29 30
Oct 2016

S M T W T F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

Dec 2016

S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

St. Joseph Assembly #2246 Activities

Color Corps members are 
encouraged to practice the 
manual of the sword and to 
keep your regalia in tip top 
shape


