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 FAITHFUL FRIAR’S MESSAGE 
 
My Dear Sir Knights: 
 
Choose to be grateful 
 
Thanksgiving Day is a national holiday celebrated on the fourth Thursday of 
November. It was originally celebrated as a day of giving thanks for the 
blessings of the harvest and of the preceding year. Thanksgiving has historical 
roots in religious and cultural traditions. 

 



Saint Paul told the Thessalonians, “In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you.” When we learn to say, from our hearts, “thanks for everything” we are on our way 
to being healthy, happy people. Begin each day by saying, (aloud) “I am happy for all God has 
given me and for all He will give me” This will affirm our happiness and make us joyful. “Make a 
joyful noise to the Lord, worship the Lord with gladness.”  Psalm 101 
 
Look for things to be grateful for --- we will find them. If we get up every morning and go to bed 
every night thanking God for everything we have, we will be healthier minded and happy.   
 
Thank you for being a merciful God. We are grateful for your merciful love.  That in our pain, 
sinfulness weakness, and hardships we have a loving shoulder to lean against and loving arms 
around us. One of the greatest truths of all for which to give thanks is that we are not alone in 
this troubled world. We have someone who love us. That someone is God --- “Who’s name is 
Mercy.” 
 
“In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Jesus Christ for you.”  
 
God Love You, 
Rev. Leonard Traverso, Faithful Chaplain 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR’S MESSAGE 
 
Dear Sir Knights: 
 
The assembly has been conducting some fundraisers to support the 

various community programs that we have decided to join. At our last 

meeting, we agreed to send 

$250 to the Military Chaplains Fund, This organization recruits seminarians to serve in the 

military services. We will provide support for other worthy cases that we vote on. 

 
On October 14, the Color Corp attended a Mass at St. Elizabeth Church for their "Evening 

With Mary" celebration. This was a highlight of the year for their church, which brought 

together many parishioners from other church's. Bishop McGrath was the celebrant. 

 
Our next CC event is on October 30 at St. John the Baptist Church to celebrate their 

140-year Anniversary. I have encouraged our non-CC members to also attend in tuxedo, 

so they can be part of this celebration. 

 
We are entering a busy part of the year, so mark your schedule from our calendar. 

 
We have received the 4th degree information packets for Rohnert Park. If you know of any 3rd 
degree brother Knight who would like to join the assembly, please let us know.  
 
Have a safe Halloween.  
 
Vivat Jesus 
Ruben Esguerra, Faithful Navigator 



__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 FAITHFUL COLOR CORPS COMMANDERS MESSAGE 
 
Dear Sir Knights: 
 
The month of October is dedicated to the Our Mother, the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. And, as would be expected, our Color Corps rose to the occasion by 
participating in a couple of events. 
 
The major event of the month was the 10th annual Evening With Mary that was 

celebrated at St. Elizabeth’s Church on October 14th.   
 

 
Lead by Worthy District Marshall Skip Yenchik, Sir Knights Greg Dessel Mariano Estioko, Ed 
Heras, Ervin Reyes, Y Hoang, Joe Ruggiero, and a guest Sir Knight all braved the inclement 
weather to honor Our Mother Mary in all of her cultural manifestations. 
 



 
 

Unlike last year’s procession, this one circumnavigated the parish grounds as opposed to 
venturing out around the neighborhood.  
 

 
 



On October 22nd, our Worthy District Marshall along with Sir Knights from Fra Crespi Assembly 
participated in the installation of Fr. Noel Sanvicente J.C.P. as pastor of the Church of the 
Resurrection. 
 
Our final event of the month took place at St. John the Baptist Church here in Milpitas. On 
Sunday, October 30th, they celebrated their 140th anniversary of their founding which occurred 
back in 1866. 
 
Thanks to the combined efforts of St. Joseph and Portola Assemblies, we had a fantastic turnout 
of Sir Knights both in regalia and in tuxedo. Mother nature wasn’t with us as we arrived but after 
the Mass concluded, the sun peeked out from the clouds and gave us a bit of a respite from the 
rain. 
 

 
From left to right, beginning with the front row, Sir Knights Ruben Esguerra, Faithful Navigator of St. 
Joseph Assembly, Marciano Estioko, CCC Ed Cruz of Portola Assembly, Worthy District Marshall Skip 
Yenchik, CCC Ed Blake of St. Joseph Assembly, Dave Vincent, and Dave Marshall 
In the back row, left to right Sir Knights Peter Vu, Joe Ruggiero, Tony Colombo, Ed Heras, and Charles 
Shepard. Two other Sir Knights, SKs Y Hoang and Ervin Reyes joined us not long after this picture was 
taken and boosted our total Color Corps number to 14. 
 
What was impressive was after the Mass, we got together at the Grotto and took a group shot 
that included ALL of the Sir Knights who were present that day. 
 



 
A total of 20 Sir Knights from St. Joseph and Portola Assemblies came together to make the 140th 
Anniversary celebration at St. John the Baptist a success. 
 
Now, I need to get this word out because we are rapidly approaching Exemplification time. The 
next Exemplification of the Fourth Degree will be held in Rohnert Park at the Doubletree on 
Saturday, January 20, 2017. 
 
Unlike prior years, this year’s candidates are going to be mandated to purchase and maintain a 
tuxedo. We will no longer allow or permit candidates to rent a tuxedo. The tuxedo is the uniform 
of the Fourth Degree. If you wish to fully participate in Fourth Degree activities, a tuxedo is a 
requirement not an option. 
 
For those current members who need tuxedo and tuxedo accessories, we refer you to our 
primary vendor: 
 
Tuxedo Fashion 
Primary contact: Israel Wiggins  
363 Meridian Avenue 
San Jose CA  95126 
Ph: 408-294-3311 ~ Fax: 408-294-3223  
E-Mail: cs@tuxedofashions.com 
Web Site: http://www.tuxedofashions.com/ 
  
Respectively submitted,  
Ed Blake, Color Corps Commander 
Ph: (408) 263-0247  ebacal@sbcglobal.net 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
  
COMPTROLLER’S CORNER 
  
Dear Sir Knights: 
  



Our meetings take place on the 3rd Monday of the month unless pre-empted by a 
Church/Religious activity 
  
7:00 PM – Assembly Officers 
7:30 PM – All Members 
 
As we start the Christmas Season, please be aware that dues invoices will be sent out 
immediately after the first of the year. Dues for our Assembly are $24.00. When you are writing a 
check, make the check out as follows: 
 

St. Joseph Assembly #2246 
 
DO NOT make out the check to me as it will only delay your membership renewal. 
 
Upon receipt of your dues check, I will mail you your 2017 membership card which is required 
for admittance to all 4th Degree activities. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PRAYER LIST FOR THE DECEASED 
 
Fr. Mark Catalana 
Fr. John Halloran 
Edward and Dolores Blake, Sr. 
Lady Thuy Phan 
Lady Beth Crews  
Lady Doris Kantack 
Lady Cherri Poehlman  
Lady Janie Herffernan 
Lady Jovita Villena 
Sir Knight Richard Mizgorski  
Sir Knight Gilbert Martinez  
Sir Knight Titus Cascaro  
Sir Knight Bill Quitalig  
Sir Knight Simon Lopez 
Sir Knight Hung Nguyen 
Sir Knight Joseph Talaugon 
Sir Knight Nonilo DeLos Angeles  
Michael Valenzuela 
James P. Marshall, brother of SK Dave 
Marshall 
 

PRAYER LIST FOR THE SICK 
 
Fr. Leonard Traverso 
SK Manuel Esteban 
Patrick Esteban (son of SK Manuel Esteban) 
SK Ted Galvan 
SK David Meszaros 
SK Rito Castaneda 
 
 

 
Please keep me, SK Ed Blake, 408-263-0247 or ebacal1172@att.net, posted as to changes in 
the status of those for whom we pray who are sick. If a person has recovered from their ailment, 
then we need to have their name removed. 
 
Please remember and pray for the victims of war and abortion; in particular for those children 
who are literally “thrown away”, for our young men and women who are valiantly protecting our 
freedom around the world; for those who died on September 11, 2001 and for all deceased 
members of our Assembly. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 



 
Excellent Online Catholic Information Available For You At the click of your 

mouse. All items have embedded URLs in their logos. Happy Viewing: 
 

 
American Life League 

 
Life Site News 

 
The Garden of Innocence 

 
Human Life International 

 
LifeNews.Com. 

Diocese 
 of San Jose  
Vocations Website  

 

 

  
 

 
 

 
  



 

His Thoughts Are Our Thoughts 
 

 
 
 

 

Dreams, Ideals, and Living Better Naturally 
April 12, 2016  
 
The "American dream" has increasingly been shaped by technocratic elites, and modern life—
especially since the 60s—has made a great many people losers in more comprehensive ways.  



James Kalb 
 

 
(Sign image: us.fotolia.com/Karen Roach) 

Last month I suggested that the most effective argument for taking human nature, natural law, 
and natural human goods seriously is that doing so leads to a better way of life.  

It's not hard to see why it should. People do not in fact invent their own ways of life. They're too 
social, and the world's too complicated. So the disintegration of inherited culture, with its 
acceptance of natural human goods, in an industrialized, commercialized, networked, and 
bureaucratized society means people live by careerism, consumerism, pop culture, and 
propaganda, supplemented by the advice of therapeutic professionals.  

That doesn't sound inspirational, but in America we're big on advertising and PR, so a better 
face gets put on it. That's why we're always hearing about “dreams”—the American dream, the 
dreams of immigrants, the dreams of young people. That's the way we talk about ideals of life, at 
least the ideals that make it into public discussion.  

In general, the dreams seem to relate to career success and material prosperity, which are 
understood as the basis for all other good things. In public, at any rate, people today don't 
dream of knowledge, virtue, sanctity, heroism, peace of mind, a good marriage, happy family 
life, having children, an honest way of living, happiness in general, or the beatific vision. They 
dream of this career or that, the idea apparently being that the right career will bring with it a 
generally satisfying way of life.  

Poverty, boring drudgery, and the dole usually don't make people happy, so there's something 
to be said for a nice career. Even so, the view that prosperity and a favored line of work is the 
one needful thing from which all else follows seems naive. Surveys confirm the old saw that 
money doesn't bring happiness, and while there are a few people with special talents or 
inclinations that make some particular line of work specially suitable, how many are there for 
whom it really makes sense to dream of being a lawyer or sales representative?  

The basic vision of life seems to lack something, an element of depth or spirit that the “dream” 
language can't cover up, and people with aspirations think they can do better, so they look to 



see if something minimal can solve the problem. They often start by dressing up career with 
coolness and connoisseurship, and learn about arugula or craft beers or whatever. That usually 
isn't enough, so many of them try to refurbish the spiritual world in which they've landed to make 
it seem less sterile, for example by emphasizing “relationships “or ideals of some sort.  

That doesn't really work either. The relationships tend to be free-form and subject to constant 
renegotiation—how could they be otherwise? —so they're not much to build a life on. And the 
ideals usually take the form of progressive social views, which tell us that problems caused by 
current trends can be cured by more of the same, or a free-form spirituality that doesn't tell us 
much at all, except that our feelings are very, very special.  

A basic problem with the current approach is that it doesn't take into account the difficulties and 
complexities of life. It's designed for people like its high-end proponents, those who are clever, 
successful, and well-connected enough to promote their views effectively in a competitive and 
hierarchical public culture, and are too busy or distracted to reflect much on life. So it's for 
people with money, good health, and a future to look forward to (or so they believe): hipsters, 
yuppies, upscale professionals, students at high-end universities, and so on.  

It's also for people who think they are winners. Hence the contempt for bitter clingers and other 
unfashionable losers noticeable among today's progressives. That's a problem for an outlook on 
life that wants to be usable, because life has many losses, we cling to what's best in it, and we 
eventually lose most of the things and people we care about. And we all die, so we all, from the 
world's point of view, end up losing everything.  

Also, the tendency of modern life—especially since the 60s, with their apotheosis of mass market 
“youth culture “and their abolition of tradition and the transcendent as legitimate authorities—has 
made a great many people losers in more comprehensive ways. Everyday experience, and even 
statistics, show that more and more people have lost their families, their religion, a stable 
livelihood, and a settled place in society. Such tendencies have their defenders, since fewer ties 
and loyalties make people freer and more autonomous—how, for example, can women be equal 
if they have family ties? And they have the implicit support of people who run things, since the 
changes make labor markets more flexible and otherwise reduce resistance to change—that is, 
to ordinary people doing what they're told.  

From a more personal and practical standpoint, though, the changes have made people worse 
off, especially those who weren't notably successful to start with. Charles Murray has 
documented the radical decline of social participation in institutions as basic as marriage among 
lower-class whites in his book Coming Apart. More crudely and concretely, statisticians have 
noticed a rise in death rates among white people that becomes downright catastrophic among 
the less successful and educated. (White Americans are not, of course, worse off than black or 
Mexican Americans. But they are the largest group, and as the group that constituted close to 
90% of the country on the eve of the 60s, their situation shows the effects of recent trends most 
clearly.)  

Something better is evidently needed. But how as a practical matter can Americans reverse 
these trends and get out of the situation they've fallen into? The question has political and 
economic components, but politics and economics should serve the good life, so the real 
question is how people can best carry on their lives. What's life about, what's our goal, and how 
should we go about attaining it? To say that such questions have answers is to say that we have 
a nature that corresponds to principles—natural law—that help us realize our good.  



To take that view seriously is to emphasize goals that appeal to pretty much all of us simply 
because we are human: health, knowledge, friendship, family life, aesthetic experience, 
responsible participation in society, peace of mind, and a sense that our life makes sense, and 
we are at home in a world that can be sensibly understood as a home.  

Such things don't come up in public discussion today except as occasional asides, and when 
they do they're mostly lumped into “work-life balance. “The idea seems to be that career comes 
first, because that's the fundamental and serious part of life, but it's also good to make space for 
leisure-time activities like having children. That approach is, of course, irrational. We work to 
live, not live to work, so we need to be able to discuss, with each other and in public, what the 
“life” part of the work-life balance should look like. That's especially true since basic human 
goals can't be picked out separately like items from a menu. Life is a structure, not an 
agglomeration of separate pieces, so more than anything we need patterns of life that connect 
and forward basic human goods throughout life's changes.  

To put it another way, we need to take into account human nature, which means that we need to 
recognize natural human goods and the natural law principles of conduct that promote them 
systematically. But how do we do that when life is so complicated, subtle, and difficult? Much 
needs to be said, but to start we need a tradition of how to live that has developed to deal with 
life and its goods as a whole. That can only be one that has grown out of the lives of many 
people over generations and become a lasting and comprehensive culture. Without that process 
of development, a way of life won't reflect more than a little of what has to get sorted out in the 
mix.  

A tradition is not all we need, of course. Traditions all differ, none of them are perfect, and they 
all need correction by other realities. But life is complicated, and experience is the only way to 
accumulate some kinds of knowledge, so they're indispensable. Attention spans are finite, 
though, so a discussion of what else is needed will have to await another time.  

  
About the Author 

 
James Kalb  
 
James Kalb is a lawyer, independent scholar, and Catholic convert who lives in Brooklyn, New 
York. He is the author of The Tyranny of Liberalism(ISI Books, 2008) and, most recently, Against 
Inclusiveness: How the Diversity Regime is Flattening America and the West and What to Do 
About It (Angelico Press, 2013).  
 



 

CRS: Introducing Sheep to Wolves 
At the beginning of Lent, the 
Lepanto Institute published an 
article titled “Fighting Poverty by 
Eliminating Children,” spotlighting 
some of Catholic Relief Services’ 
more egregious grants and 
partnerships. In re-examining 
CRS’s dealings, it was necessary 
to re-visit the false rhetoric CRS 
has employed, attempting to 
justify what it is doing. Shortly 
after publishing this article, 
Archbishop Coakley, CRS’s 
chairman, sent a letter to all 
bishops in the country. In the 
opening line of this letter, 
Archbishop Coakley said, “On 
Wednesday, Michael Hichborn of 
the Lepanto Institute launched a 
malicious attack against Catholic 
Relief Services …” He went on to 
say: 

Every misleading message 
included in the latest Lepanto 

posting has been thoroughly reviewed by CRS staff, as well as bishops and moral theologians. 
So it is disappointing and disturbing that this group continues to repeat the same discredited 
claims and mislead the faithful in an attempt to breed discontent and distract from the wonderful 
work Catholics are accomplishing around the world. 

The root of the word “malicious” is “mal,” meaning “evil,” so the word “malicious” means a 
deliberate attempt to inflict evil or harm. By using this word, Archbishop Coakley is claiming that 
the article was written with evil intentions. Nothing can be further from the truth. 

Archbishop Coakley’s letter also mentions being disappointed and disturbed that the Lepanto 
Institute “continues to repeat the same discredited claims.” 

What His Excellency seems to be wondering is why we continue to conduct investigations into 
CRS while revisiting the issues mentioned in the article, “Fighting Poverty by Eliminating 
Children.” So, in order to clarify the matter, we will address this very question. 



The truth is, our sole desire is to see Catholic charitable organizations such as CRS stop aiding 
and abetting the enemies of Christ, the Church, babies and the poor. Should CRS refuse to 
provide such terrible organizations with money, resources and the good name of the Catholic 
Church, we would have little complaint. But instead of finding any shame in providing tens of 
millions of dollars to organizations that work to directly push abortion and contraception on the 
poor, CRS doubles down on its support and complains when we continue to shine a spotlight on 
this grave concern. 

The Code of Canon Law 212, paragraph 3, in discussing the concerns of the Christian faithful, 
says: 

According to the knowledge, competence, and prestige which they possess, they have the right 
and even at times the duty to manifest to the sacred pastors their opinion on matters which 
pertain to the good of the Church and to make their opinion known to the rest of the Christian 
faithful, without prejudice to the integrity of faith and morals, with reverence toward their pastors, 
and attentive to common advantage and the dignity of persons. 

Since CRS continues to provide funding and a clean image to organizations committing 
abortion, performing sterilization and distributing contraception, and since its justifications are 
completely unsatisfactory, we will continue to investigate and present this information to the 
faithful. 

Over the last few weeks, we have spotlighted several such organizations, and today, we will 
address three more: CARE International, Adventist Relief Agency (ADRA) and ACDI/VOCA. 
Very briefly, we will summarize some of the problems with each. 

CARE International 

In 2012, LifeSiteNews.com published an article 
regarding CRS’s $5.3 million grant to CARE 
International. In 2013, LifeSiteNews.com reported 
that the following year, CRS increased its grant to 
CARE International to $13.8 million. In 2013, CRS 

gave CARE $7.8 million, and in 2014, CRS gave CARE $4.6 million. All told, over a four-year 
period, CRS funneled $31.5 million into CARE’s bank accounts. That’s not a small sum of 
money. 

The problem is that CARE International promotes and distributes all forms of contraceptives 
(including abortifacients), advocates for the decriminalization of abortion, promotes deviant 
sexuality, and is partnered with Marie Stopes International and Planned Parenthood for family 
planning projects. 

In 2015, CARE joined Catholics for Choice and Planned Parenthood in signing a letter to 
congress asking for $1 billion to be allocated to contraception programs for international 
development and assistance programs. 



 

In 2012, CARE produced a document titled, “Learning, Sharing, Adapting: Innovations in 
Maternal Health Programming,” wherein it outlined it’s distribution of various forms of 
contraception.  Describing its Uzazi Bora Project in the Democratic Republic of Congo, CARE’s 
document states: 

CARE and the BCZ [Bureau Central de Zone] promoted a technical package of five crucial 
SRMH [Sexual, Reproductive and Maternal Health] services: 

Family Planning (FP):  All health facilities in Kasongo offered short-term methods (male and 
female condoms, oral contraceptives and injectables) and, as needed, referrals to the four 
facilities that offered long-term and permanent methods — implants, IUDs, tubal ligation and 
vasectomy.  Emergency contraception was available, most often dispensed in post-gender-
based violence (GBV) care. 

In 2013, CARE actually partnered up with an affiliate of the International Planned Parenthood 
Federation (IPPF).  In addition to ending restrictions on IUDs and other implantable 



contraceptives, this collaborative effort convinced the nation of Chad to sanction permanent 
sterilization, such as through vasectomies and tubal ligations. 

 

Our full and more detailed report on CARE International can be read here: 
http://www.lepantoinstitute.org/care-international/ 

Adventist Relief Agency (ADRA) 

From the fiscal years 2012-2014, CRS gave 
grants to ADRA in the amounts of: 
 

 2014 – $1,604,359 
 2013 – $495,972 
 2012 – $2,903,159 

That’s a total of $5 million in just three years. 

The problem with ADRA is that it works to increase the use of artificial contraception, and 
distributes them as well. 

For example, in a 2013 article by the Guttmacher Institute (the research arm of Planned 
Parenthood), ADRA is identified specifically as a Faith Based Organization (FBO) that works to 
expand access to contraception.  The Guttmacher article explains that ADRA specifically links 
its birth-control promoting efforts to its efforts in fighting poverty and other development areas as 
well: 

Some FBOs link their support for family planning to their larger agenda to support global 
antipoverty, education, health, sanitation and other development programs. The Adventist 
Development and Relief Agency (ADRA), for example, believes that “health is at the very core of 



much of the world’s poverty and suffering” and that family planning is an integral component of 
alleviating that suffering. 

In 2008, a handbook produced by an organization 
called FHI360 explained ADRA’s part in the 
distribution of injectable contraception in 
Madagascar.  The introduction to the handbook 
explains: 

This handbook describes how to introduce 
injectable contraceptives to the suite of family 
planning services offered in an 
existing community-based distribution (CBD) 
program. The approach is based on the 
experiences of two recent pilot projects in 
Uganda and Madagascar.  These countries were 
chosen because of a dire need for family 
planning services, the existence of established 
CBD programs, and the willingness of their 
governments to adopt this method of providing 
injectable contraceptives. 
… 
The pilot project in Madagascar began in 2006 in 
the regions of Anosy and Alaotra Mangoro. The 

project was sponsored by FHI and Madagascar’s Ministry of Health and Family Planning, in 
collaboration with SantéNet, Population Services International (PSI), the Adventist Development 
Relief Association (ADRA), and Action Santé Organization Secours (ASOS). 

Page 38 of the handbook explains how ADRA helped contraception distributors get started and 
how it made sure the village chief was made aware of his new ability to provide Depo-Provera, 
the injectiable contraceptive. 

Our full and more detailed report on ADRA can be found here: 
http://www.lepantoinstitute.org/adventist-relief-agency/ 

ACDI/VOCA 

From the fiscal years 2012-2014, CRS gave 
grants to ACDI/VOCA in the amounts of: 

 

 2014 – 259,927 
 2013 – 1,847,970 
 2012 – 2,649,565 

That comes to $4,757,462 in three years. 



The problem with ACDI/VOCA is that it works to increase the use of modern 
contraceptives, refers and councils for greater use of contraception, 
distributes condoms and lobbies for the availability of surgical sterilization in 
third world countries. 

In 2002, ACDI/VOCA launched the USAID-funded Enhanced and Rapid 
Improvement of Community Health (EnRICH) project in the Philippines, with 
the goal of increasing the use of contraception.  It should be noted that 
ADRA was working to increase the use of contraception, despite the strong 
religious opposition to it in that area. 

 

 

In a 2011 posting on the ACDI/VOCA website, it explains how its SHIELD program in the 
Philippines facilitated the commission of 36 tubal ligations. 

ACDI/VOCA uses the access it has to rural farming communities to work with other 
organizations for the express purpose of increasing the use and distribution of condoms.  In this 
2004 newsletter, ACDI/VOCA explains how it collaborated with DKT International to indoctrinate 
over 340,000 farmers in Ethiopia on the use of condoms.  The newsletter explains: 

DKT International, a well-known social marketing organization that has been working in Ethiopia 
for over a decade, has struggled to increase the number of  Ethiopians who use condoms. While 
DKT possesses extensive experience in HIV/AIDS training, ACDI/VOCA has access to 
hundreds of thousands of  rural farming families through a network of agricultural cooperatives. 
In 2003, these complementary strengths led to the establishment of  a highly successful 
partnership. 

Because of this collaborative effort, ACDI/VOCA’s newsletter explains: 

Along with information on the transmission and impact of HIV/AIDS in Ethiopia, participants 
discussed risky behaviors, HIV infections in their home communities, and perceptions 



of  condom use. Trainers also spent two hours discussing the issues surrounding condoms and 
demonstrated their proper use. A total of  343,022 farmers have received training in HIV/AIDS, 
and follow-on trainings are planned for 2004 to ensure continuation of this community education 
campaign. 

Our full and more detailed report on ADRA can be found here: 
http://www.lepantoinstitute.org/acdivoca/ 

Conclusion 

All told, the amounts CRS has given to CARE, ADRA and ACDI/VOCA from 2011-2014 totals 
$41.26 million. Folks, that’s money going to organizations that view children and Catholic 
teaching on sexuality and the family with contempt. Every dollar CRS gives to an organization 
like CARE International grows the organization through resources and reach. Regardless of the 
specific use of specific dollars, when CRS provides several million dollars to an organization, 
that organization grows. And for every poor soul CRS introduces to organizations like ADRA, 
that soul learns from CRS that ADRA (and organizations like it) are trustworthy. In short, by 
working with organizations such as these, CRS lends them the good name of the Catholic 
Church, despite their push for abortion, contraception and sterilizations. This is the very 
definition of scandal. 

There is no malice in trying to defend the poorest of the poor from the wolves of the United 
Nations and NGOs who view the elimination of children as the best means of fighting poverty. 
And instead of seeing the grave moral damage done to poor souls by introducing them to groups 
like CARE, ACDI/VOCA or the Adventist Relief Agency, CRS defends its partnerships and 
funding practices. Considering that over two-thirds of CRS’s annual revenue comes from the 
government and foundations which require such collaborations, it seems pretty clear that the 
allure of hundreds of millions of dollars is more important to CRS than avoiding scandal and 
refusing to fund the enemies of God. In essence, it very much appears that CRS is less 
interested in the salvation of souls than it is in its bottom line. Should these practices come to an 
end, so would our criticism. It really is as simple as that. 

 
 
 
 
 
The St. Joseph Assembly #2246 Newsletter is composed, edited, and promulgated for the 
disbursement of information and education to the members of St. Joseph Assembly of the 
Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus in matter pertaining to the Holy Roman Catholic 
Church and the Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus. The content of this Newsletter is the 
sole responsibility of its editor and publisher. Any comments regarding the content of this 
newsletter should be directly to its editor and publisher. 



November 2016

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
All Saints' Day

Fr. Steve Kim
Birthday

2
All Souls' Day

3 4 5
Leonardo

Garcia-Araiza
Birthday

6
Daylight

Savings Time
Ends, set

clocks BACK 1
hour

7
7:30 PM Council
8993 Bus. Mtg.

7:30 PM Council
9718  Bus. Mtg.

St. Elizabeth
Council 8747

Officers Meeting

Thomas J.
Pearson Birthday

8
Election Day

9 10
7:30 PM Council
4112 Bus. Mtg. 

7:30 PM Council
5796 Bus. Mtg.

Dem Nitafan
Birthday

11
Flag Raising for

Veterans Day
Observance at

Milpitas City Hall
Report time 8:30

AM

Veterans Day

12
Meeting in
Vallejo for

District
Marshals,
FN's and

CCC's

13 14
7:00 PM 8747

monthly
Council
Meeting

15 16 17 18 19

20
Feast of Christ

the King

21
7:00

PM-Officers,
7:30 PM

Members

Michael
Wilhelmi
Birthday

22 23 24
Thanksgiving

25
Andy Dyson

Birthday

26
Charles
Hudson
Birthday

27
First Sunday of

Advent

28 29 30
Oct 2016

S M T W T F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

Dec 2016

S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

St. Joseph Assembly #2246 Activities

Color Corps members are 
encouraged to practice the 
manual of the sword and to 
keep your regalia in tip top 
shape



December 2016

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5
7:30 PM Council
8993 Bus. Mtg.

7:30 PM Council
9718  Bus. Mtg.

St. Elizabeth
Council 8747

Officers Meeting

6 7 8
7:30 PM Council
4112 Bus. Mtg. 

7:30 PM Council
5796 Bus. Mtg.

Immaculate
Conception of the

Virgin Mary

9
Carlos Lopez

Birthday

10
Fr. Ed Samy

and Voltaire S.
Montemayor

Birthday

11
Jesse

Mamaril and
Alfonso A.
Montano
Birthday

12
7:00 PM 8747

monthly
Council
Meeting

Our Lady of
Guadalupe

13
Tim Crews

and Nicanor
Villanueva
Birthday

14 15 16 17

18 19
Bill Poehlman

Birthday

Combined
Council and
Assembly
Christmas

Party.

20 21 22 23 24

25

Christmas

Holy Day

26 27 28 29
Romulo
Dizon

Birthday

30
Solemnity of

the Holy Family

31
New Year's Eve

Nov 2016

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

Jan 2017

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

St. Joseph Assembly #2246 Activities


