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Retrograde, Intransigent Catholics are in 
Good Company 
April 13, 2016 – Carol Olson 
 
Damon Linker says he no longer believes in the "lie" of the Catholic Church. His reasons are 
both confused and self-serving. 
 



 
"Domine quo vadis?" by Annibale Carracci (1560-1609) 

"Herein is the strength of the Catholic Church," observed Blessed John Henry Newman, making 
a comparison to Protestantism, "She professes to be built upon facts, not opinions; on objective 
truths, not on variable sentiments; on immemorial testimony, not on private judgement; on 
convictions or perceptions, not on conclusions. None else but she can make this profession."  
 
How retrograde!   

The Church, stated St. Thomas Aquinas, "is firm, solid as a house on massive foundations. The 
principal foundation is Christ Himself. ... A building is strong when it can never be overthrown 
though it may be shaken. The Church can never be brought down. Indeed it grows under 
persecution, and those who attack it are destroyed."  
 
How intransigent!   

"Therefore the Church," insisted St. Augustine in The City of God, "even now is the kingdom of 
Christ, and the kingdom of heaven. Accordingly, even now His saints reign with Him though 
otherwise than as they shall reign hereafter; and yet, though the tares grow in the Church along 
with wheat, they do not reign with Him."  
 
How arrogant!   

The inspiration for my sarcasm (yes, sarcasm; hide the children!) is an essay titled "The 
retrograde intransigence of conservative Catholics" by Damon Linker of The Week. Over the 
years I've read a number of essays by Linker, and I can honestly say that I've always learned 
something about Damon Linker in doing so, but have never learned anything about the Catholic 
Church. It could be, I suppose, because Linker--a convert to Catholicism from secular Judaism--
doesn't have much of value to say about the Catholic Church.  

And now, it appears, he is openly renouncing his faith, or perhaps just lauding his lack of faith, 
wrapped in a rambling ribbon of passive-aggressive psychoanalysis and blatant projection. 
Linker is convinced that Pope Francis is a "stealth reformer" who has kept "the doctrines intact 
but invokes such concepts as mercy, conscience, and pastoral discernment to show priests that 



it's perfectly acceptable to circumvent and disregard those doctrines in specific cases." Rather 
than "reform" doctrine directly and abruptly, "stealth reform ultimately achieves the same 
reformist goal, but without inspiring the intense opposition that would follow from attempting to 
change the doctrine outright." (Of course, a fair number of Catholics--including not a few 
"conservatives" and "traditionalists"--agree with this basic observation. It's hardly far-fetched, 
based on a growing if not always clear body of evidence.) And, as Linker notes, many Catholics 
are distressed:  

I understand why. Yet reading their intensely negative reactions shows me just how far I have 
come from the outlook that first led me to join the Catholic Church 16 years ago. The things that 
once moved me about Catholicism — the very same things that Catholic conservatives feel that 
Pope Francis is betraying — now stand in the way of me taking the church seriously as an 
institution.  

Here's where it gets a bit, well, hazy, because although Linker openly admits his loss of faith, he 
apparently wants to somehow, in one fashion or another, blame it on "conservative Catholics". 
Or maybe he is just trying to bolster his faith in his loss of faith?  

For someone who feels troubled by a culture in a constant state of instability and change, the 
Catholic Church can feel like a rock in a stormy, windswept sea. Finally, something is steady, 
permanent, unchangeable, fixed, immobile. The church's very stability can end up looking like 
the strongest sign and confirmation of its divinity. Everything changes! But not God and his 
church. ...  

The Catholic conservative doesn't want to live spiritually within a debating society or an ongoing, 
open-ended conversation. He wants matters to be definitive — done, settled, fixed for all time. ...   

I once wanted that, too — the Catholic Church serving as the final, infallible guardian and 
guarantor of timeless, immutable Truth — though I never really believed it. Now I don't even want 
to believe it. (I have no wish to be taken in by a lie, no matter how beautiful.)  

This phrase jumps out: "though I never really believed it." Oh. Okay. Well, what to do? Are we 
supposed to congratulate him for waking up after nearly two decades of fooling himself? Are we 
to feel sorry that he lived a lie? Or admire him for no longer living the beautiful lie and being bold 
enough to proclaim it far and wide? (My own sense is that Linker's faith was mostly employed in 
believing that "conservatives" are cruel and stupid, as if Michael Sean Winters is some sort of 
ideological role model.)  
 
After all, in this day and age, it takes real guts and integrity to say to the world: "Have mercy on 
me! I became a Catholic during a time of personal crisis. I wanted 'to find an absolute moral 
Truth and craved a sense of belonging with others who recognized and ordered their lives 
according to that Truth.' I had 'yearnings.' But I reject it all now. It's all a lie!" How bold. Perhaps 
Bill O'Reilly will spend a week or two in intense research and write a book titled Who Killed 
Damon Linker's Faith?   

Sarcasm aside (quick, hide the women!), what is most striking to me about Linker's piece is the 
facile sophistry (yes, that's redundant, but I like alliteration). "The Catholic Church is like any 
other human institution: admirable in many ways, deeply flawed in others. Its need for reform is 
incontestable." Really? Says who? What sort of reform? And why should Mr. Linker be the one 
demanding reform? After all, if it's just a "lie," shouldn't it be done away with entirely? Or does he 
think a reformed lie is perfectly acceptable? At what point does he begin to employ some 



consistent logic and moral clarity? I suspect he holds to the sophisticated theory that a little 
religion is good for the masses, as long as it encourages people to be nice, pursue social 
justice, shelter homeless animals, and bolster self-esteem.  
 
Linker follows up with this quote:  

As the great mathematician and Catholic philosopher Blaise Pascal put it in the mid-17th 
century, "It is an appalling thing that the discipline of the church today is portrayed to us as so 
excellent that to want to change it is treated as a crime. In former times it was infallibly excellent, 
and yet we find that it could be changed without committing a sin. But now, such as it is at 
present, can we not even want to see it changed?"  

And so he goes from facile to foolish. The quote, from the Appendix ("Polemical Fragments") 
of Pensées, is a reference to Pascal's obvious frustration with the ordination of men he believes 
were not fit to be priests: "885. Any one is made a priest, who wants to be so, as under 
Jeroboam." And then the full quote:  

It is a horrible thing that they propound to us the discipline of the Church of to-day as so good 
that it is made a crime to desire to change it. Formerly it was infallibly good, and it was thought 
that it could be changed without sin; and now, such as it is, we cannot wish it changed! It has 
indeed been permitted to change the custom of not making priests without such great 
circumspection that there were hardly any who were worthy; and it is not allowed to complain of 
the custom which makes so many who are unworthy!  

Needless to say, this runs a bit contrary to the tenor and thrust of Linker's essay. Making matters 
even worse is that the entire Appendix is filled with quotes that stand Linker's "arguments" on 
their head, shake their loose change on the floor, and toss them into the trash heap of weak 
excuses. For example:  

858. The history of the Church ought properly to be called the history of truth.  

So much for the "lie". Or:  

894. Those who love the Church lament to see the corruption of morals; but laws at least exist. 
But these corrupt the laws. The model is damaged.  

895. Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when they do it from religious conviction.  

896. It is in vain that the Church has established these words, anathemas, heresies, etc. They 
are used against her.  

I'm reminded of Chesterton's chapter in The Everlasting Man about the "Five Deaths of the 
Faith". It is worth reading in its entirety, but here is a telling quote:  

This is the final fact, and it is the most extraordinary of all. The faith has not only often died but it 
has often died of old age. It has not only been often killed but it has often died a natural death; in 
the sense of coming to a natural and necessary end. It is obvious that it has survived the most 
savage and the most universal persecutions from the shock of the Diocletian fury to the shock of 
the French Revolution. But it has a more strange and even a more weird tenacity; it has survived 



not only war but peace. It has not only died often but degenerated often and decayed often; it 
has survived its own weakness and even its own surrender.  

We are all weak; we all, at various times, wish to surrender. But Chesterton, in a number of 
places, argues (convincingly, I think) that the foundations of modernity are not only shaky, but 
essentially rotten. People tend to think of modernity in terms of technological advances and 
material prosperity, but the core of modernity is the deification of man and the establishment of 
temporal beatitude as the permanent purpose of humanity. As such, despite producing many 
material goods (themselves the result of a pilfered Christian heritage and a cannibalized 
Christian culture), modernity is anti-human; it constantly dances with the devil and calls it 
"progress", unaware that the road to hell is paved with good intentions (and is often 
accompanied by clever inventions).   

Most troubling, however, is Linker's apparent disregard or dismissal of the supernatural 
character of the Church. Yes, of course the Church is full of sinners; as Chesterton also noted, 
the best reason to be a Catholic is to be rid of your sins. It is telling that Linker, in a short essay, 
refers to "the Church" over two dozen times but hardly mentions Jesus Christ. "The principal 
foundation" of the Church, said Aquinas, "is Christ Himself. ..."  
 
Jesus, of course, said: "And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and 
the powers of death shall not prevail against it" (Matt 16:18).  

How intransigent!   

And, later, he told the apostles that when a sinner refuses to listen to and obey the Church, he is 
no longer in communion with the Church (Matt 18:15-17).   

How arrogant!  

And, finally, St. Paul, in his first letter to Timothy, reflects on how Christians should behave "in 
the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and bulwark of the truth" (1 
Tim 3:15).  

How retrograde!   

  
About the Author 

 
Carl E. Olson editor@catholicworldreport.com 
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to "Our Sunday Visitor" newspaper, "The Catholic Answer" magazine, "Chronicles", and other 
publications.  



 

Sorry to Break it to You: Wishes Aren’t 
Ponies 
April 19, 2016 

Try not to cry on the keyboard when you read this.  Some seemed very determined to inflict their 
sins on children.  It’s just really, really sad that the liberal agenda, all the way around and more 
often than not, directly targets children.  It really shouldn’t be surprising, though.  There is much 
historical basis for targeting children in the destruction of a country.  Why would anyone think 
this would change?  We haven’t learned from history but are repeating it.  When will we learn? 

Emphasis from here on is mine. 

http://www.parentherald.com/articles/37665/20160418/same-sex-parenting-pope-francis-
rejects-gay-marriage.htm 

Terry Weldon, who runs the blog Queering The Church, believes that Pope Francis’ “Amoris 
Laetitia” did not denounce gay parents in the 256-page document. While Weldon recognizes 
that the pope did reiterate his stand on gay marriage, it could be wrong to assume that this 
same stand also extends to same-sex parenting. 

Amoris Laetitia, Gay Marriage and ‘Certain Stability’ 

Weldon boosted his argument by citing another passage from the pope’s message. “We need to 
acknowledge the great variety of family situations that can offer a certain stability,” wrote Pope 
Francis in the document. Weldon told Gay Star News that “certain stability” could also pertain to 
same-sex parenting and even gay adoption. 



Hopes and wishes aren’t reality, Terry.  You might live in a world… Scrap that! You definitely live 
in a world where science and reality have been suspended.  The sad thing is that you can’t 
escape reality without injury. 

I’m going to have to assume that Terry Weldon is hoping that people cannot Google.  Either that 
or he can’t handle such an easy task himself.  Regardless, he’s urging people to believe fantasy 
not backed by facts. 

Let me help you, Terry.  (Google, Terry, it’s a beautiful thing.) 
http://cnsnews.com/news/article/michael-w-chapman/pope-francis-against-gay-adoption-every-
person-needs-male-father-and 

…the Pope has rejected the idea of same-sex marriage as an “anthropological regression” and 
stressed that when it comes to adoption, “every person needs a male father and a female 
mother.” 

…and: 

“If there is a union of a private nature, there is neither a third party nor is society affected,” he 
writes. “Now, if the union is given the category of marriage and they are given adoption rights, 
there could be children affected.” 

“Every person needs a male father and a female mother that can help them shape their identity,” 
says Pope Francis. 

Explaining further, he says, “It is often argued that a child would be better cared for by a same-
sex couple rather than in an orphanage or an institution. Those two situations are not optimal. 
The problem is that the State does not do what it has to do.” 

 “They should streamline the procedure of adoption, which are never-ending, so that these 
children can have a home,” says the pontiff. “One failure of the State does not justify another 
failure of the State. The underlying issue must be addressed. More than a marriage law so that 
people of the same sex can adopt, we have to improve the adoption laws, which are excessively 
bureaucratic and, in their current implementation, encourage corruption.” 

In short, the Holy Father says not to add insult to the injury which is the adoption 
bureaucracy.  Let’s not fail the children again by allowing same-sex couples to adopt.  Let’s fix 
the system so that children can get what they need: a male father and a female mother who can 
properly help them to shape their identity. 

And, Terry, here’s more from Google to disprove your silly pondering:  

Pope not happy about the same-sex adoption proposal in Malta: 
http://world.time.com/2013/12/30/report-pope-francis-shocked-by-same-sex-adoption-proposal/ 

Pope Francis gave his blessing to a referendum that would ban marriage and adoption rights for 
same-sex couples in Slovakia: http://www.newsmax.com/Newsfront/Pope-Francis-blesses-ban-
same-sex-couples/2015/02/04/id/622803/#ixzz46DcEw2fc 



Pope’s comments (as Cardinal Bergoglio) on same-sex adoption: 
http://www.businessinsider.com/pope-francis-comments-on-gay-marriage-and-gay-adoption-
2013-3 

And then there’s this from the then-cardinal: 
http://www.catholichawaii.org/media/224245/bergoglio_to_carmelite_sisters.pdf 

I write these lines to each of you who are in the four monasteries of Buenos Aires.  The 
Argentine people will face, in the coming weeks, a situation whose outcome may gravely injure 
the family.  This refers to the project of the law regarding marriage of persons of the same 
sex.  What is at stake here is the identity and survival of the family:  father, mother and 
children.  At stake are the lives of so many children who will be discriminated against in 
advance, depriving them of the human maturation that God wanted to be given with a father and 
a mother.  At stake is the outright rejection of the law of God, engraved also in our hearts.  

I remember a quote from St. Therese when talking about her childhood illness.  She says that 
the envy of the Devil wanted deprive her family of the entrance to the Carmel of her older 
sister.  Here also is the envy of the Devil, by which sin entered into the world, which cunningly 
seeks to destroy the image of God: man and woman receive the mandate to grow, multiply and 
subdue the earth.  Do not be naive: it is not a simple political struggle; it is the destructive 
attempt toward God’s plan.  It is not a mere legislative project (this is only the instrument) but a 
”movement” of the father of lies that seeks to confuse and deceive the children of God.  Jesus 
tells us that to defend ourselves against this lying accuser, he will send us the Spirit of Truth. 

So, Terry, no, it would not be wrong to assume that the Church’s “gay marriage” ban also 
extends to “gay adoption.”  It would be wrong of you to assume that “certain stability” would ever 
include same-sex couples.  As the Holy Father stated, that is “a ‘movement’ of the father of lies 
that seeks to confuse and deceive the children of God.” 

 

 

Contraceptive Dictatorship  
September 30, 2016 
  



 

By Judie Brown 

A recent Pew poll indicates that 65 percent of Catholics think that employers should provide 
insurance coverage for contraception, while less than 14 percent of those Catholics who attend 
Mass regularly believe that contraception is “morally objectionable.” 

Such numbers are disheartening, but at the same time they clearly illustrate that the challenge 
we face as builders of the culture of life must be squarely met sooner rather than later. 

These percentages call to mind the warning Pope Paul VI issued in Humanae Vitae: 

Responsible men can become more deeply convinced of the truth of the doctrine laid down 
by the Church on this issue if they reflect on the consequences of methods and plans for 
artificial birth control. Let them first consider how easily this course of action could open 
wide the way for marital infidelity and a general lowering of moral standards. Not much 
experience is needed to be fully aware of human weakness and to understand that human 
beings—and especially the young, who are so exposed to temptation—need incentives to 
keep the moral law, and it is an evil thing to make it easy for them to break that law. Another 
effect that gives cause for alarm is that a man who grows accustomed to the use of 
contraceptive methods may forget the reverence due to a woman, and, disregarding her 
physical and emotional equilibrium, reduce her to being a mere instrument for the 
satisfaction of his own desires, no longer considering her as his partner whom he should 
surround with care and affection. 

We must rethink the way we talk about contraception and endeavor to weave the truth of the 
beauty of human sexuality into everything we say, do, teach, and share with those we 
encounter. This is why American Life League’s Culture of Life Studies Program has developed a 
unit study for high school classrooms on the subject. Who Was the Real Margaret Sanger? is 



composed of three videos, along with study guides for teachers and students, and teaches the 
truth about the woman who founded the organization we now know as Planned Parenthood. 
This latest addition to the CLSP arsenal explains, among other things, that with the wide 
acceptance of contraception in our culture beginning in the 1930s, the ground was laid for the 
many deadly practices—including abortion—that we witness today. 

Today’s headlines prove the disturbing fact that Planned Parenthood involves itself in all manner 
of sexual behaviors, including providing hormone shots to transgender individuals. In these 
headlines we find a pretty clear picture of where this nation is headed if we simply throw up our 
hands and do nothing. 

CLSP is the perfect solution to these problems. 

Archbishop Robert J. Carlson of the Archdiocese of St. Louis, Missouri, recently said that 
contraception is the foundational threat to marriage in our times. He explained: 

Through the repeated use of contraceptives, we've acquired habits and shaped characters 
and built a culture that closes the door to life and undermines the complementarity between 
men and women. When those habits express themselves in other ways—such as abortion 
and the transgender movement—we shouldn't be surprised. On the surface, these other 
issues seem far removed from contraception. But they're the working out of the same life-
denying and complementary-undermining logic. 

To reject contraception is a stumbling block and foolishness to the world—just like the 
message of the cross. But it's the plain talk of faith. 

This plain talk of faith is the fundamental reason behind our advocacy of the Culture of Life 
Studies Program. 

Breaking the back of contraceptive dictatorship requires tough talk delivered with simplicity, 
mercy, understanding, and a love of Christ. When blended together with the right dose of 
dedication to educating our young, this results in the recipe that will end the dictatorship that has 
done so much harm to the families, the young, and the preborn in our time. We dare not fail! 

Learn more about American Life League’s Culture of Life Studies Program today and bring the 
culture of life into your home and family. 

The St. Joseph Assembly #2246 MidWay Newsletter is composed, edited, and promulgated for 
the disbursement of information and education to the members of St. Joseph Assembly of the 
Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus in matter pertaining to the Holy Roman Catholic 
Church and the Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus. The content of this Newsletter is the 
sole responsibility of its editor and publisher. Any comments regarding the content of this 
newsletter should be directly to its editor and publisher. 
 


